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„ THE 
Rev. SAMUEL SALTER, D. D. 


MASTER of the CHARTER-HOUSE. 


REVEREND. SIR, 


\HE Friendſhip that fab. 

ſiſted between yourſelf 
and my late worthy Father, 
whoſe Works I have here taken 
the Liberty of inſeribing to du, 
and the many kind Favours 
you have ſhewn his Son, ſince 
his Death, have emboldened him 
to take this Freedom, it being 
Vo I. A 1 


DEDICATION. | 
the only Method he had of teſ- 


tifying to the World, the grate- 
ful Senſe he ſhall ever entertain 


of them. 


Vour Acceptance of it, in this 
Light, will add another Obliga- 
tion to thoſe already conferred 
upon, 
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Vour moſt obedient, 


Obliged humble Servant, 


Toperaft, May 2, JOHN FRANCIS. 


1771. 
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. ſome ACCOUNT of 
the AU THOR. 


HE Reverend Dr. Jo HN 

: FRAN CIS was born in the 
Pariſh of St. Andrew, in Norwich, 
April the a2iſt, O. S. 1700. His 
Father Was Mr. John F. Francis, No- 
tary- public, and for many Years 
Deputy Regiſter of the Arch-Deacon 

of Norfolk's Office. A Man of an 
unblemiſhed Character and Repu- 
tation. He died the 3d of January 
1757, in the ninety-third Year of 
his Age. He had, beſides the Doc- 
tor, another Son, the preſent Re- 

giſter, and two Daughters. 
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The Doctor received the firſt Ru- 


diments of his Education at the 


Free School in Norw:ich, under the 
Care of that worthy and learned 
Maſter Mr. John Reddington, late 
Rector of Het hel and Racheath, 1 

Norfelt, and formerly Fellow of 


Trinity College, Cambridge. From 


hence, in the Year 1718, he was 


removed to 7 rinity Hull, Cambridge, 


being by his Father deſigned for the 
Civil Law. He here acquired a 
thorough Knowledge in that uſeful 
Branch of Learning; and, by a very 
affable Behaviour, and becoming 
Reſpect, procured the Eſteem She 
Regard of that learned Society. In 
1723, he commenced Bachelor of 
Laws, and the ſame Year offered 


himſelf a Candidate for a Fellow- 
| ſhip 
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hip with another Gentleman of the 
ſame College; - when, the Fellows 


Votes for both being equal, the 
Maſter rejected them, and choſe one 


from Jeſus. Upon this Diſappoint- 
ment Mr. Francis cut out his Name, 
and came to Norwich ; where, in 
1724, he was choſe Proctor of the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court. He here de- 


fended his Cauſes in ſo maſterly a 


Manner, as in a ſhort Time procur- 


ed him the Reputation of being an 


able and judicious Lawyer. But, 


this Employment not being agree- 
able to him, and his Inclinations 


leading him to Divinity, he, in the 


Year 1726, took Orders, and very 


ſoon became as eminent a Divine. 


The ſame Year he was preſented. | 


to the Rectory of Morley, in Nor- 
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jo folk, by the above-mentioned Ms. 
Reddington; and in a few Weeks. 
after was married to Miſs Suſar 
Naſh, youngeſt Daughter of the late 
Reverend Mr. Gwaen Naſh, Maſter 
of Arts; and though a Non-juring 
Clergyman, yet a very worthy Man. 
But with her he did not long enjoy 
the Happineſs of the married State; 
for being frightened while ſhe was 
with Child, ſhe miſcarried, of which ' 
ſhe died November 13th 1727, in 
the twenty-fixth Year of her Age. 
Soon after her Death, on the Recom- 
mendation of that worthy Prelate 
Dr. Tanner, then Chancellor of Nor- 
_ wwich, afterwards Biſhop of Sr. A/aph, 
he was preſented by New College, in 
Oxford, to the Rectory of St. John's 
 Maddermarket, in Norwich. With 
. _ this 
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this Preferment (Commencement 
1729) Mr. Francis took his Doctor 
of Laws Degree: At which Time 
he diſputed for upwards of ſeven 
Hours in the public Schools, with 
that learned Civilian Dr. Dickens, 
the then Law Profeſſor; and at once 
difplayed the Orator, the Diſputant, 
and the Scholar. The next Year 
the Doctor re-entered the matri- 
monial State, and married Mifs Eli- 
zabeth Hughes, only Child of the 
late Reverend and learned Dr. Owen 
Hughes, Chancellor and Preben- 
dary of Bangor, in North Wales; a 
young Lady adorned with every 
Qualification requiſite to render the 
married State agreeable. In the 
Year 1731 he offered himfelf a Can- 
didate for the Aſſiſtant Miniſter's: 
Ad © Place 
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Place of Sz. Peter's Mancroft, in 
Norwich ; but was ſet aſide, the late 


Reverend Dr. Camel! being choſe. 


The Year after, Dr. Camel! dying, 
he offered himſelf again, but met 
with a ſecond Repulſe. Thele he 
bore with Chriſtian Patience and 
Reſignation, and propoſed fitting 
down content with the Preferment 
with which it had pleaſed Provi- 
dence to bleſs him. But the Doctor 
| was ſo greatly beloved and eſteemed 
for the Care he took of the Flock 
already committed to his Charge, 
and for his elegant and. perſuaſive - 
Manner of preaching the Doctrines 
of Chriſtianity, that, in the Year 
1740, on the Death of Mr. Gan- 
ning, ſome of the Pariſhioners de- 
ſired him to offer himſelf again, and 
D he 
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5 he obtained the Election by the 
Majority of thirty-eight. The Di- 
Ss ligence and Care with which the 
Doctor attended his new Pariſh, 
ſoon gained him their univerſal Ap- 
probation and Reſpect. In the Year 
1745, the Rebellion then raging in 
Scotland, he more remarkably ſig- 
nalized himſelf for the many ex- 
cellent Sermons he preached againſt 
; Popery and Superſtition, and in De- 
S fence of the preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment. The Year following he 
_ publiſhed one, entitled, His Majeſty's 
Fuſtice and Clemency vindicated, occa- 
ſioned by the Complaints made con- 
cerning the Execution of the Rebels; 
in which appears the Chriſtian, Di- 
vine, and loyal Subject. The ſame 
Vear he was unanimouſly elected. 
| Head 
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Head Miniſter of 87 Peter's, vacant 
by the Death of the Reverend Mr. 
Manlove. But this he did not long 
enjoy : for the additional Duty ofa _ 
Lecture Sermon to his other, was 
thought to have impaired his Health. 
On April the 25th 1749, he preach- 
ed the Thankſgiving Sermon for 
the Peace: But this was the laft 
Time of his performing any Duty; 
for on the 27th of the ſame Month, 
he was taken ill of a Fever, attended 
with an Inflamation in his Bowels. 
The Diſtemper was flattering till 
the 6th of May, when a Mortifi- 
cation enfued, occaftoned by a De- 
cay of his Liver. In this Con- 
dition he languiſhed to Monday the 
$th, when, with great Reſignation 
to the divine Will, and a Com- 


poſure > 
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a . poſure which nothing but the Con- 
ſciouſneſs of a well-ſpent Life could 
afford, he died, not only lamented 


by his Relations and Acquaintance, 
but likewiſe by thoſe to whom ws 


was not perſonally known. He left 


behind him a ſorrowful Widow big 
with Child (with whom he had 
lived for upwards of eighteen Years 
in an uninterrupted Series of on- 
jugal Affection) a Son and two 
Daughters. He was buried in the 
Church-yard of St. George's Tomb- 
land, by the Remains of his firſt 
Wife, where a neat Monument, with 


an elegant Inſcription, compoſed by 


the Reverend James Welton, B. D. 


Prebendary of Br 2 5 1s erected” to. 
bis 45 85 e . 


M. 8. 
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MBS. 
JOANNIS FRANCIS, Clerici, LL. D. 
Sancti Petri Adis in hac urbe Capellani, 
Sancti Joannis ibidem Rectoris, 


5 Nec non utriuſque Morlæi in agro 
Norfolienſi. | 
Literis tam ſacris & abſtruſis, quam | 
civilibus & politis, 
Egregie fuit inſtructus. 
Orator eruditus, Theologus pius, Civis 
humanus. 
Eloquentiæ, Fidei, Benevolentiæ, 
Huic urbi, illuſtre præbuit exemplum. 
Natus eſt Aprilis 2 1mo, Anno Salutis 
hhumanæ M. D. CC. 
Placide i in Domino obdormivit, 
Maii 8 v M. DCC. XLIX. 


Meœrens hoc poſuit Monumentum, 
Ejus Uxor dilectiſſima, 
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Nation's only Security. 


What ſpall coe then ſoy to theſe Things? If 
God be for us, who. can be againſt us. 
Nam ine, Face 13 
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L On the Peace. , 
Glory to God in the higheſt, and on Earth | 
Peace, Good- 1010 wurd Men. Luke 
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come not thou into their Secret. Unto their 
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for in their Anger they flew a Man, and i in 
beir Self cuill they digged down à Mall. 
Curſed be their Anger, for it wwas fierce, 
and their Wrath, for it was cruel. 1 will 
divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 
Iſrael. Geneſis xlix. 5, 6, 7. P. 150 
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Holy Scriptures, no ſufficient Argument 
againſt them. 
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flood, which they that are unlearned, and 
unſtable, wreſt, as they do alſo the other 
Scriptures, unto their own Deſtruction. 
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1 Feſus ſake. 2 Corinth, iv. 5. P. 208 


SERMON 


SS SE R M G 
Ne N 


sbV ERAL OCCASIONS. 


„ 


SERMON E 


—— — „ 


CATHEDRAL, Nov. 617487 


; be Protection of Providence a Natieq ns 
3 only VeeNrTtY 


Romans, viii. 31. 


bat ſball we then ſay to theſe T pies? 
If God be for us, I ho can be againſt 
us? N | 
WIInour enquiring what gave 
Occaſion to theſe Words of the 
Apoſtle, as in themſelves conſidered, 
they contain this Doctrine of general 
Concern, that Safely attends ine on <vho/e 
Side the Aimizhty declares, We will __ 


uſe of them, as they may be applied to 
Vol. I. h B the 
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the amazing Events which: God has 
been pleaſed to ſignalize this Day by: A 
Day to be ever had in Remembrance 
by us all; by the Members of this 
Church in particular; by Pretęſtants of 
all Denominations: For, when by our 
Enemies we were to be deſtroyed, to be 
ſlain, and to periſh ; when our King, 

our Princes, our Nobles, and our Pre- 
lates, were by Popiſh Treachery ap- 

pointed as Sheep to the Slaughter, in a 
moſt inhuman and ſavage Manner, be- 
yond the Examples of former Ages; 
then it was that the Lord interpoſed : 

Though their Deſign was laid as deep 
as Hell, thence did he draw the Diſco- 
very. Had not the Lord thus kept us, 
eur Watchmen bad waked but in vain! 
But all was ſafe under his Providence 
and Protection; for when he appeared, | 
none could ſtand againſt us; all Arts 
| and 
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and Stratagems failed; even Popiſh 
Craft, and jeſuitical Policy were diſap- 
pointed, and our Enemies periſhed - 
themſelves in the Pit which they made 
for others. | 


This Blow was long telt by them. 
All Men of Humanity, Reaſon, and 
Religion, regarded the intended Trea- 
ſon with Abhorrence ; nor could they 
look upon a Church, contriving and 
abetting ſuch a Scheme, without the 
utmoſt Terror and Averſion. Hence 
we find our Fore-Fathers, for many 
Vears, extremely jealous and fearful of 
them; alarmed upon every the leaſt 
Occaſion; not caring to admit of any 
Rite or Ceremony, however innocent 


and decent, which they had uſed in r 

Worſhip ; hating even the Garment 

ſpotted by the Fleth : . offended at a 
B 2: Veſtment, 
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Veſtment, as if defiled by their Uſe of 
it, though very appoſitely denoting, and 
putting us in mind, by its Whiteneſs, 
with what Purity of Heart we ought to 
approach the Throne of Grace. This 
too ſcrupulous and diſcontented Hu- 
mour the Enemy took Care to improve 
and heighten. But yet, though by diſ- 
guiſing themſelves under all Shapes, and 
lowing the Seed of Diſcord and Sedi- 
tion amongſt us, they, for many Years, 
involved us in Anarchy and Confuſion 
all their Attempts proved abortive, and 
our Church, by divine Providence, wea- 
thered the Storm, and recovered again 
her former Splendor and Proſperity. 
Then were we like unto thoſe that 
dream ; we were all Joy and Tranſport: 
No Thought, no Reflection could get 
Admiſtion : We had juſt emerged from 
the Waves which covered us, and got- 
wes ten 
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ten into the Haven where we would be, 
and never once ſuſpected there might 
till be Evils aſhore; from which Dan- 

ger might yet be apprehended. Though 
we were putting ourlelves under Prin- 
ces, who had refided for ſeveral Years 
in Popiſh Countries, and though one of 
them was known to be of the Religion 

of Rome, and the other not a little ſuſ- 
pected to be of the ſamMerſuaſion, yet 
no Security for the Proteſtant Religion 
was ſufficiently thought of, as if that 
could ever be ſafe under a Popiſh 

Prince, who is bound by what he thinks 
the ſtrongeſt Obligations, to ſubvert it, 
and deſtroy its Members. We too 
ſoon ſaw our Error. Its beſt Friends 
were by Degrees taken off; ſome by 
Treachery, others by Violence; too 
many by that worſt Kind of all Mur- 
ders, a pretended due Courſe of Law; 
3322 “ 
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by Witneſſes ſuborned; by packed Jus 
ries; by Judges moſt corrupt and infa- 
'mous. At laſt, the Maſk was quite 
thrown afide, and our religious and civil 
Rights became both precarious. Then 
did a truly noble Spirit of Liberty, and 
a becoming Zeal for our Religion riſe 
amongſt us. The Clergy of the Church 
of England, to their immortal Honour 
and Praiſe, exFted themſelves in their 
Defence, by their Writings, Diſcourſes, 
and all the Ways which Piety and Wiſ- 
dom could ſuggeſt; and to our Hap- 
pineſs, the Nobles and Gentry of the 
Land concurred with them, and all 
Joined in applying to him, who alone, 
under God, could bring about their 
Deliverance. The Prime of Orange, 
from an innate Love and Affection to 
Truth and Liberty, derived, as it were, 
by Inheritance from a long Line of glo- 
rious 
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rious Ancettors: chearfully a in 
their Service, and- being moſt remark- 
ably aſſiſted therein by divine Provi- 
dence, made this Day a ſecond Time 
memorable for our Reſcue from Popiſh 
Tyranny, and arbitrary Power. We 
had ceaſed to look, even, upon the Re- 
ſtoration as a Bleſſing, if it had not thus 
been made ſuch by the Revolution. 
What ſhall we then ſay te theſe Things? 
The Refulrt is plainly this: Tf God be 
for us, none can do any Thing againſt us. 
He diſappointetb the Devices of the Crafty, 
fo that their Hands cannot perform their 
Enterprize. He taketh the Wiſe in their 
. own Craftineſs, and - the Counſel f the 


Froward is carried headlong. 


We have lately ſeen this verified once 
more; when the ſame reſtleſs Spirit had 
again been endeavouring to diſturb, to 
B 4 1 deſtroy 
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deſtroy our Sion; when our Enemies 
entered our Kingdom with a high Hand, 
ereted their Standard in the Centre of 
itz came Home to our very Doors, 
alarming even our Metropolis; the di- 
vine Goodneſs, ſtill mindful and careful 
of our W. elfare, by a wonderful Chain 
of providential Acts, diſperſed them all, 
to our equal Joy and Surprize. - To 
that all gracious Being, who has been 
thus bountiful to. us, let us expreſs our 
orateſul Senſe of theſe Mereies. Not 
unto us; not unto us; let the Praiſe be 
not even to our King; not to our Prin- 
ces, or our Soldiers let us aſeribe the 
 Bleffings we enjoy, but unto him by 
whom Kings reign ; unto the Lord of 
Hoſts, under whom Generals fight, and 
Armies are rendered victorious or de- 
feated ; for they are but Inſtruments in 
| Ius 
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liis Hand, and whom he will, he crown- 


eth with ry; 


But hos let us ; pauſe a little, and in- 
quire for what Cauſe has the Lord beer 
thus gracious to us? Has it been for 


our Righteouſneſs, that the Lord hath 


thus caſt out our Enemies before us ? 
Our Hearts, I fear, will teſtify the Con- 
trary ! Not for our Righteouſneſs, or 


for the Uprightneſs- of our Hearts, hath 


the Lord done theſe great Things for 
us, but to bring us to a Senſe of our 


Obligations to him; to turn us from 
the Evil of our Ways, and to prevail 
upon us to live henceforward as be- 


comes thoſe, who have thus been the 
peculiar Care of his Providence. Our 
Zeal for his true and pure Religion has 


been, I doubt not, pleaſing in his Sight; 
but what can alone make the Zeal ſtill 
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more g orateful and acceptable to him, 1s 
a Conformity of our Lives to4he Faith 
we profeſs. For a ſound Creed, and a 


vicious Practice, are Things entirely in- 


epnſiſtent ; and a bad Life gives the Lie 
to the greateſt Zeal for God and his 
Glory. It tends, indeed, to derogate 
from his Honour, to ſuppoſe that he 


will ill defend and protect thoſe, who, 


proteſſing themſelves Diſciples of his 
Son, live, nevertheleſs, in a perverſe 
Diſobedience to his Commands. From 


thoſe whom he makes the Objects of 
his eſpecial Grace and Favour, he ex- 


pects proportionable Returns of Piety 
and Goodneſs, For, though from the 
Beginning he hath choſen us, and put 


. us into a Way of Salvation, through 


San#tification of the Spirit and Belief of 
the Truth; yet, to make our Calling and 
Election ſure, we muſt approve our- 

ſelves 
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ſelves his peculiar People, by being al- 


ways zealous of good Works. When 
we conſider how deficient we have been 
in theſe, we may well ſay, IL is of the 
Lord's Mercy that we are not conſum- 
ed, becauſe his Compaſſions fail not. 
| Nay, If the Lord himſelf had not been 
on our Side, when our Enemies roſe up 
| tgainſt us, they had ſwallowed us up 
quick, when they were fo wrathfully diſ- 


pleaſed at us. If they had prevailed, 
what would have been the Conſequence? 


If we had ſurvived; we had been ex- 


cluded this Houſe of Prayer, unleſs we 
would have joined in a Service abomi- 


nable in God's Sight, Inſtead of our 
excellent and rational Form of Prayer, 


agreeable to the Pattern our bleſſed Sa- 
viour has left us, a Maſs Book we muſt 
have had, in an unknown Tongue; after 
denen of this World, under that vail, 

5 B 6 . prudenly 
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prudently enough concealing the many 
Blaſphemies and Impieties therein con- 
rained. With the Worſhip of the true 
God, we muſt have moſt unnaturally 
and prophanely joined Idolatry. We 
muft have paid our Adoration to Stocks 
and Stones, the Images of Angels and 
Saints, and Perſons, who had either. 
never any Being at all, or were the 
Scandal and Reproach of human Nature. 
In the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
we muſt have given up our Senſes: 
We muſt have no longer given Credit 
to either our Feeling or Sight, Taſte or 
Smell; we muſt have worſhipped we 
«now not what; an impoſſible corporeal 
Preſence of our Lord, and been depriv- 
ed of that Cup, of which he has expreſ- 
fly commanded us all to drink. Our 
Churches we ſhould have ſeen filled in 
ail Quarters with Idols, and idolatrous 
Shrines 


2 
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Shrines and Altars, and ourſelves obhg- 
ed to bow down to them. But E hope 


we have not fo learned Chriſtianity, as 
that we ſhould, upon any Conſideration 
whatſoever, haye been prevailed upon to 


comply with ſuch lmpieties. I am per- 
ſuaded better Things of you, and Things 
which accompany Salvation, though 1 


_ thus ſpeak. We have been not only 


taught and convinced of the ſaving 
Truths of the Goſpel, but were, I doubt 


not, firmly reſolved, with the divine 
Grace aſſiſting us, to have undergone 
any Evils, and even Death itſelf, rather 


than have joined in Things ſo offenſive 
to our God. For if there be any Sin, 
which the Almighty has teſtified a more 
than ordinary Deteſtation and Abhor- 
rence of, it is Idolatry. Nor are there 
any, who will be more ſeverely dealt 
with hereafter, than choſe who are know- 
Sly 
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ingly and wilfully guilty of it. Our 
Deliverance therefore from theſe Trials, 
we ought to look upon as Matter of 


our Joy and Gratitude; for we cannot 


poſſibly tell, not even the moſt zealous 


and reſolved amongſt us, whether we 
ſhould have been Proof againſt ſuch 


Temptations, as we ſhould then have 
been aſſaulted with: For if we were 


not in Danger from Temptations, our 


bleſſed Saviour had not made it one of 


the Petitions in the Prayer he has left 


us, viz. Lead us not into Temptation; but 


he knew the Weakneſs and Frailty of 


our Nature; and by permitting St. Peter 
to fall, after his moſt earneſt Aſſurances 
never to forſake or deny him, he at 
once ſhewed the Folly of thoſe, who not 
only reckon him to have been infallible, 
but his pretended Succeſſors too, as ſit- 


ting in his Chair; and alſo warneth us 


not 


* 
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not to be too confidence of our own . 
Strength. But, how Proof ſoever we 
_ ourſelves ſhould have been, at leaſt we 
have great Reaſon to be glad and re- 
joice for the Sake of our weaker Bre- 
, thren, who might not have been able 
to have withſtood them; and eſpecially 
for the Sake of our younger Children, 
who, unleſs God had miraculouſly inter- 
poſed, muſt infallibly have become a 
Prey to their Deluſions. R 


Theſe Things demanding then the 
utmoſt Tokens of Gratitude, What ſhall 
we return unto the Lord for all theſe 
Benefits? We muſt firſt of all eſpecial- 
ly take heed that we ſin no more. We 
muſt immediately put away from us 
thoſe Things which were offenſive in 
God's Sight, and upon Account of which 
he encompaſſed us thus with Terrors.on 
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every Side, in Order to bring us to Re- 
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flection, and an Amendment of our 
Conduct. And what thoſe Sins are, 
every Man, upon conſulting his own 


Heart, and examining his paſt Life, will 


quickly ſee. And that, indeed, is our 
Concern, We may, and ſhould, it is 
true, endeavour the Reformation of as 
many as we can, but Succeſs with others 
is not always in our Power; nor does 
our being in the Favour or Diſpleaſure 


of God depend upon their Behaviour. 
According to our own Conduct, ſhall we 


be pleaſing or diſpleaſing in his Sight; 


becauſe this is in our own Power, with 


the divine Aſſiſtance, which will never 
be wanting to our hearty Endeavours, 
If every one of us would take Care to 


- amend himſelf, we ſhould quickly ſee 


that Reformation, which we all pretend 
to wiſh for and deſire. Now there is 
| no 
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no one who can be at a Lots. to know, 
upon the leaſt Reflection, wherein he 
has tranſgreſſed the Law of his God. 
What his Conſcience often reproacheth 
him with, and what he is forced to be 
at ſome Pains to conceal from the Reſt 
of the World, will ſoon, upon Recol- 
lection, inform him wherein he has been 
faulty, and in what Reſpect it behaves 
him to be more careful of his Duty for 
the Time to come. To theſe he ſhould 


apply his Thoughts for the Future: 


Againſt theſe he ſhould be perpetually 
on his Guard; for as theſe are the Sins 
which more eaſily beſet him, of theſe 
he ſhould be more particularly cautious, 


But there is one very heinous Sin, 
which may, but too juſtly, be called a 


national Sin. A profane and impious ; 


Spirit has long reigned amongſt us. 


Pr roſpe- ; 
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Proſperity, inſtead of making us grate- 
ful to the Author of it, has had, amongſt 
too many, a quite contrary Effect. It 
has made us unmindful of our God; and 
his Bleſſings have been too generally 
made the Inſtruments, whereby we have 8 


offended and affronted him. Nay, in 
the Midſt of our greateſt Dangers, we 


have too mich truſted in the Arm of 


F leſh, and after God has bleſſed us with 
Succeſs, have aſcribed it to the ſame 
weak and uncertain Cauſe, This, it 
mult be owned, we have been betrayed 
into from Motives by no Means baſe 


and ungenerous. It has ariſen from = 


that unlimited Regard | and Reſpect, 
which the conſtant Exertion of excellent 


Endowments has almoſt forced from us 


to our Sovereign, We could not ſee 
him perpetually engaged in our Protec- 
tion and Service, ever watchful for our 


e, 
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Welfare, till he had reſtored us to Peace 
and Quietneſs; without looking upon 
him as our guardian Angel, and think- 
ing no Encomiums or Honours too great 
to pay him. 


And, indeed, whilſt we look up to 
God as the final Cauſe, as the Original 
of all the Bleſſings derived to us through 
him, we ſhall be far from being diſpleaſ- 
ing in his Sight, if we expreſs a becom- 
ing Eſteem towards his immediate In- 
ſtrument, and behave ourſelves towards 
his Vice-gerent, with Gratitude, Ho- 
nour and Obedience, To praiſe and 
value the Benefactors of Mankind, is 
but to give them the juſt Recompence 
of their Merit, It is no more than we 
are bound to by the cleareſt Dictates of 
Reaſon, the unalterable Rules of Juſ- 
- tice, and the ſtrongeſt Ties of Gratt- 
tude. 
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tude. It is, in ſhort, to encourage Viz- 
tue, ana to promote our own and the 
common Intereſt of Mankind. Though 
no one ever doubted our Prince's Cou- 
rage, though that has ſhone forth both 
before and ſince the Commencement of 
the War, yet, with what Difficulty was 
he brought into it, from a paternal 
Concern for our Welfare, and the juſt 
Apprehenſion he had of the Dangers 
we ſhould thereby be expoſed to; and 
which, not without the greateſt Bravery, 
and the moſt political Addreſs, he has 
now happily carried us ſafely through. 
The good of his People he had always 
at Heart; and he could neither hear 
them complaining of the Wrongs they 
| ſuffered, without an earneſt Deſire to 
redreſs them, and was yet at the ſame. 
Time exerting his utmoſt Endeavours 
to remove the Cauſe of their Com- 
165, 1p 8 plaints, 
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plaints, without involving them in a 
War, which threatened them with more 
and greater Evils: But, when it could 
no longer be avoided, he exerted a noble 
Spirit, well becoming him. That Vir- 
tue, which in the moſt ſublime Degree 
always adorned him, ſhewed forth itſelf, 
and, in his own Perſon, he repelled. the 
Rage of War. The Defire of Fame, 
with which the Souls of many are 1n- 
ſpired, and which alone they want to 
gratify, had no Charms with him, bare- 
ly in itſelf conftdered : But, when the 
good of his Country was in View, and 
Juſtice pointed out the Laurel, Death, 
in its moſt tremendous Form, loſt all its 
Terror, and his Valour was undaunted. 
He found us a brave and a free People, 
and he was determined, if he could, to 
preſerve and leave us ſuch. 


- His 
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His Diſcendants he has brought up 
in the ſame noble and generous Senti- 
ments and Conduct. They walk in his 
Steps; and whilſt the Heir Apparent is 
qualifying himſelf from his Example in 
the Policy and Art of Government at 
Home, his Brother has been putting in 
Practice Abroad, what his Father taught 
and diſplayed in the Field of Battle. 
His Conduct in the Suppreſſion of the 
late dangerous Rebellion, and the Quali- 
fications of an able General, exerted by 
him Abroad, have ſhewed how well he 
had profited under his illuſtrious Lea- 
der; and his Behaviour has been ſuch 
upon all Occaſions, as becomes a Prince 
fighting for the Liberty of a free Peo- 
ple, and not to enſlave them. Thoſe 
who bear Arms under him, are ſure, 
upon their Return, to reap the only de- 
ſirable Fruits of it; their own and their 
| fellow 
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fellow Subjects enjoying their civil and 
religious Rights and Liberties in their 
full Extent; whereas thoſe who have 
been fighting for our Enemies, have 
been only enabling them to rivet their 
Chains the faſter; to add Severity to 
their Bondage, and make them, if it can 
be, more completely miſerable. Their 
Aim- was to root up and deltroy God's 
true Religion amongſt us, and to plant 
in its Stead Superſtition and Idolatry; 
to deprive us of Liberty, without which 
even Virtue itſelf muſt mourn, and not- 
withſtanding all their Pretenſions to the 
Contrary, to plunge us in the very Depth 
of Miſery. This, perhaps, may ſeem 
ſtrange to ſome good natured Perſons 
among us, who call themſelves Cutbo- 
licks, But they are deluded, and are 
not what they think themſelves. Popery 
in England falls far ſhort of what it is in 
foreign 
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foreign Parts; and if it were ever to get 
the upper Hand in this Kingdom, they 
would find themſelves as wretched as we. 
Such Things would then be required of 
them, as I am perſuaded, they would 
rather burn at a Stake than comply with. 
The only Way to judge of Popery, is, 
from what the Profeſſors of it have done, 
and what they now do in Places where 
they have the Dominion. The intended 
Treaſon of this Day ſhews us what 
Manner of Spirit they are of, and their 
Uſage of Proteſtants upon other Occa- 
ſions makes it manifeſt, that there is no 
truſting their Promites or Oaths. That 
Faith is not to be kept with thoſe whom 
they call Heretics, was moſt terribly 
verified in that horrible Maſſacre at 
Paris, by Charles the IXth, who, under 
a Shew of more than ordinary Kind- 
neſs for the Proteftants, aſſembled them 
CD all 
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all together, und in the Space of ſeven 
Days, deſtroyed, by various Kinds of 
Death, according to the moſt moderate 
Accounts, upwards of Twenty- five 
Thouſand, not ſparing either Women 
or Children. And this monſtrous Cru- 
elty and Perfidiouſneſs was ſo far from 
being condemned at Rome, that it was 
there highly rarer . and applauded. 


The Maſſacre in Ireland, in the Mid- 
dle of the laſt Century, was another” 


inſeance of their unparalleled Cruelty 
and Hatred to Proieftomts, when they 
moſt inhumanly butchered above Forty 
Thouſand. And that the fame Spirit 
ſtill reigns amongſt them appears from 
the conſtant Practice of the Inquiſition, 
and the late Perſecution in France, 
though a Kingdom the leaſt bigotted of 
any;.and it is to be hoped, opening her 
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Eyes, now to better Light, and leav- 
ing the City and Harlot doomed to 
Deſtruction, 


2 


Hence we ſee the Greatneſs of the 
Deliverances we this Day commemorate; 
of what Moment and Importance they 
were to us. Since to thoſe we owe our 
' Exemption from thoſe Evils and Perſe- 
cutions with which other Chriſtians have 
been. ſeverely exerciſed; to which we 
are indebted for the preſent Government 
and happy Eftabliſhinent wo live under; 
the free and undiſturbed Enjoyment of 
all that is truly dear and valuable to us; 
the Exerciſe of God's true Peligion, and 
the Security of our Lives and Poſſeſſi- 
ons. A Conſtitution in which, as one 
well obſerves, the Prince is all powerful 
to do good, and at the ſame Time is re- 
ſtrained from committing Evil: Where 

5 . the 
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the Nobles are great without Inſolence, 
though there are no Vaſſals; and where 
the People ſhare in the Government | 
without Confuſion. It were almoſt bar- 
barous, one would think, to ſuſpect that 
any of us ſhould be indifferent to theſe 
Things, or ſo void of common Senſe, 
as to imagine they could ever be in Safe- 
ty under thoſe who are Known and Pro- 
feſſed Enemies to all public Liberty, 
both civil and religious. But, 1 know 
not how it is, we live in an Age of un- 
intelligible Riddles and Paradoxes. We 
have thoſe w call Evil, Good; and Good, 
Evil; who put Darkneſs for Light, and 
Light for Darkneſs; who can prefer the 
gloomy uncomfortable. State of Nature 
to the glorious Light of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt ; or are ſo ſurfeited with the Hap- 
pineſs they have long enjoyed, that they 
are become weary of it, and are deſirous 
Co - ob 
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of a Change, though they know it muſt 
end in Diſtreſs and Ruin. I hope none, 
who hear me this Day, are of this Num- 
ber: Their being preſent on this ſo 
lemn joyful Occaſion promiſes a better 
Mind, fince nothing grateful to Perſons 
otherwiſe diſpoſed could be here ex- 
| pected. It is a bleſſed and joyful Thing 
that we meet here together in Unity. 
Let us preſerve it in the Bond of Peace. 
We may have ſome petty Differences 
amdngſt ourſelves, Let them not create 
any Diſlike or Diſcord amongſt us; but, 
bearing with one another, let us give up 
and ſacrifice our private Enmities and 
Quarrels to the public Good and Safety 
of the Common Wealth. By thus unit- 
ing in brotherly Love and Charity, we 
| ſhall prove that Bulwark againſt our 
Enemies, which by no other Means we 
can be, It were much to be wiſhed we 
could 
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could all join in one Communion and 
Manner of Worſhip; and ſome of thoſe 
who differ from us would ſeem to have 
the ſame Deſire ; but they are out in their 
Project for Accomodation. They think | 
that could be brought about by aboliſh- 

ing, what they call, Human Schemes, 
all Creeds, Confeſſions and Articles: 
But they are miſtaken; for we ſhould 
then be more divided than we are now . 
we ſhould be all Confuſion; we ſhould 
be like a Foundation of Sand to a weigh- 
ty Building ; which, whatever Shew it 
might make, would not be able to ſup- 
port it long, for want of Union, Solidity, 
and that Strength and Firmneſs which are 
neceſſary. The Neceſſity of ſome Terms 
or other of Communion is phinly ſeen 
by there being no Church or Community 
of Chriſtians in the World without them: 
However, amongſt us Proteſtants there 
EE can 
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ean be no good Reaſon why we ſhould 
not all be joined in Chriſtian Love and 
Charity; ſince the Holy Scriptures we 
all acknowledge to be the common 
Standard of our Faith and Practice, and 
we areall willingly under the ſame Prince, 
who has approved himſelf our common 
Guardian and Defender. But, finally, 
yhilſt we are at Peace with one another, 
let us above all take Care that we be not 
found at Enmity with God. Our Pre- 
ſervation; the Union and Happineſs we 
enjoy, we owe to his continued Bounty 
and Goodneſs; when he appeared for us, 
none could hold out againſt us any lon- 
ger. The leaſt Return then, ſurely, we 
can make him, is to give ourſelves up 
to his Service, act in his Fear, and to his 
Glory. Upon ingenuous and grateful 
Minds, ſuch is the Effect to be expect- 
ed; to our all gracious God none more 
Pleaſing 5 
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pleaſing and acceptable; none that will 
ſo aſſuredly continue to us Peace and 
Proſperity in this World; the only Means 


whereby we can be happy in that which - 
is to come. That therefore we may all 


of us act thus wiſely, may the ſame God, 
of his infinite Mercy, work in and with 


us, to his Glory and our Happineſs, both 


now and for ever more, even for Jeſus 


Cbriſts Sake, dur only Mediator and 
Advocate. Amen. 
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St. Pürkx's MANCROFT, in Norwich. 


St. Luke, ii. 14. 


Glory to Gd i in the Higheſt, and on Earth 
Peace, Good-will towards Men. 


Ae. upon the Creation of Man, the 

Morning Stars ſang together, and 
all the Sons of God ſhouted for Joy, 
ſo was his Redemption, his ſecond Crea- 
tion uſhered in by the ſame heavenly 
Hoſt, wah this divine Hymn in my 


Text, 
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Text, Glory to God in the Higheſt, and on 


Earth Peace, Good-will towards Men: 


Wherein we have united all the grand 


. Cauſes of extraordinary Joy and Feſtt- 
vity: For what other Ground can there 
be for rejoicing, than when the Honour 


of that Being is ſecured, upon whoſe 
good Pleaſure all the Happineſs we are 


capable of, entirely depends; when 
Peace in general is eſtabliſhed in the 


World, and private Men live in Friend- 
ſhip and Good-will towards one another. 
Thus has my Text been commonly ſup- 


poſed to conſiſt of three Parts or Mem- 


bers. But, by ſome of the Writings of 
the ancient Fathers, it appears, that the 
Copies they made uſe of had a Reading 


of my Text, different from that from 


which our Tranſlation was made. Ac- 


cording to them we are thus to read it; 


ny to God in the Higbeſt, and i in Earth 
".- - = 
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Peace, io, or, amongſt Men of Geod. will 


(En Anthropeis Eudokias) A Senſe full 


of divine Doctrine, excellent Inſtruction, 
and ſeaſonable Admonition. Hence we 


fee, my Text conſiſts but of two Parts, 


but more expreſſive and inſtructive than 
our common Reading, though divided 
into three. For here is all which is 
contained in that, and beſides, a moſt 
material and uſeful Intimation given, 
that Men muſt have Good- will, muſt 
be well diſpoſed, or they can neither, 
with Acceptance, give Glory to God, or 
be at Peace with one another. 


This laſt, therefore, as being moſt 


adapted fo the Deſign of our preſent 
_ aſſembling together, I ſhall chooſe to 


follow in the further Proſecution of this 
Diſcourſe. In which, perhaps, it may 
not be improper, firſt, to conſider the 

| the 
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the Occaſion, the End and Deſign of 
this our ſolemn Meeting in the Houſe 
of God, before we attempt to ſhew,. 

whereby we may give Glory to God 
for the Bleſſings we enjoy, and make 
ourſelves worthy to have them continy-- 


cd to us. Our Sovereign, in his Royal 


Proclamation for this Day's Solemnity, 
has well expreſſed this; “ That as it has 
e plealed Almighty God, in his great 
60 Goodneſs, to put an End to the late 
bloody and expenſive War, by the 
« Concluſion of a juſt and honourable 
« Peace,” We ſhould adore the divine 
Goodneſs therein, and duly conſidering, that 
ſuch great and public Bleſſings do call for 
public and ſolemn Acknowledgments, we 

ſhould all join in a general Thankſgiving 
for theſe his Mercies. And, indeed, the 
Evils and Miſeries of War are ſo many 
and great, that a Deliverance from them, 
GS -m 
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— mn duly conſidered, muſt raiſe in us the 
- moſt grateful Sentiments. Though we 


of this Nation have been moſt happily 


| preſerved from the immediate Fury of 
it, yet how have we thought the Taxes 
and Burthens it has occaſioned, almoſt 
inſupportable; how have they filled 
many of us with Murmur and Diſcon- 
rent, diſregarding the Good we enjoy- 
ed, for the unuſual Preſſures which we 
felt. 


What then had we | thought, had we 
been made the Seat of War! To have 
heard the Cannon thundering in our 

Ears To have { ſeen our Churches and 
Houſes flaming over our Heads—To 
have heard the dreadful Cracks of their 
'Falls, mixed with the confuſed Jutcries 
of Men killing, encouraging to Rab, or 


reſiſt; dying, and the piercing Shrieks 
of 
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of Women and Children! God be 
thanked, we never ſaw tender Babes 
moſt inhumanly ſnatched from their 
Mothers Breaſts; nor bleeding on the 
Ground, or ſprawling on the Ends of 
Pikes; and the diſtracted Mother firſt 


made a ſhocking Prey to brutal Luft, 


and then butchered ! We never beheld 
Men and Horſes lie rolling together in 
their mingled Blood, and the ghaſtly 


Viſages of Death mangled with Wounds 


The impotent Wife hanging with 
Tears on her armed Huſband, as de- 
ſirous to die with him, ſince without 
him ſhe muſt not live The amazed 
runnings to and fro of thoſe that would 


fain eſcape, if they knew how, and the 
furious Purſuit of a bloody Victor 


Houſes rifled and plundered Soldiers 
laden with the Spoil— The miſerable 
Captive driven in Chains before the in- 
RS 1 ſulting 
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ſulting Enemy. Theſe Evils we, never 
experienced; but many of our near 
Neighbours have; and we too might 
have now been labouring under the 
ſame, heightened by the blind Rage of 
| ſuperſtitious Zeal, if it had not pleaſed 
God to put an End to this War. And 
can the Conſideration of the Miſeries 
we have thus eſcaped, fail of raiſing 
_ grateful Thoughts to our divine Pro- 
tector? But where with all ſhall we 
come before the Lord, and bow our- 
ſelves before the high God? Will the 
Lord be pleaſed: with our Shouts and 
Acclamations; with our Feaſting and 
Demonſtrations of Joy? Or will even 
theſe our ſolemn Praiſes and Thankſ- 
givings be acceptable i in his Sight, if 
they be unaccompanied Our Hearts 
muſt be lifted up, muſt be warmed with 
Gromtude, muſt be exalted } in the Way 
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of the Lord. We muſt looſe the Bands 
of Wickedneſs, and put away the Exil of 
our doings from before God's yes; wwe” 
muſt draw out our Soul to the Hungry, 


and ſatisfy the aſſticted Soul; that in this 
Day which the Lord hath made, all may 


be glad and rejoice together. For as it 
is the End of God's Judgments, that 
the Inhabitants of the World may learn 
Righteouſneſs, ſo | it is no leſs the Pur- 
poſe of his Mercies. He draws us now 
with the Cords of a Man; with Bands of 
Love and Affection does he now en- 
deavour to bind us to his Service. We 
have ſeen, at a Diſtance, the Effects of 
his Diſpleaſure upon others; but before 
us he makes all his Goodneſs to paſs, and 
proclaims himſelf our God, merciful and 
gracious, and abundant. in Goodneſs and 
Truth, By the Fears and Terrors he 
ſurrounded us with, he tried and du- 
9: covered 
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covered what was in our Hearts; whe- 
ther we had any Regard for him, or 
Zeal for his Religion. And as Solomon, 
inſpired by his Wiſdom, found out by 
the like Method, which of the two 
Women was the real Mother of the liv- 
ing Child; ſo has our God proved us, 
By bringing our Religion into Danger, 
he rouſed in us that true Value and 
Concern for it, which before laid too 
dormant in us. This we now behold. 
was pleaſing in his Sight. To this we 
may juſtly aſcribe his Appearance in 
our Favour; his diſſipating thoſe Storms 
which threatened us, and making his 
Sun of Peace to ariſe upon us with healing 
in his Wings. 


It lies now ſtrongly upon us to make 
ſuitable Returns for ſuch immenſe 
Goodneſs: What Soul, that has any 

| Denne 
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Generoſity in it, is not moved to a grate- 


ful Return, by Acts of Kindneſs and 


Beneficence ? Who can forbear regard- 


ing a generous. Benefactor with Love 


and Delight? Who would not think 
it impoſſible he ſhould ever prove un- 


mindful of him, and much leſs willing- 
ly offend or diſpleaſe him? Gratitude 
is what all Men approve and praiſe, and 


though it has been doubted by ſome, 


whether that Love and Service of God, 
which ariſe from the Good we hope or 
expect from him, be ſuch as are worthy 
and laudable, yet no one ever queſtion- 


ed, but Benefits already confered, ſhould 


be followed by ſuitable Acknowledg- 


ments. We have all theſe Motives and 
Inducements to make 1 
_ God, It will not only, therefore, be 
baſely ungrateful in us, ſhould we be 


2 us love and ſerve 


found deficient in theſe Reſpects, but 
Toons 
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fooliſh, paſt all Expreſſion, ſhould we 
act contrary to them. But eſpecially, 
if we conſider further more particularly, 
wherein we are required to love and 
ſerve God. To -give Glory to him in the 
Higheſt, wwho is over all God Bleſſed for 
ever; for from ſuch a View we ſhall ſee 
how much we ſhall thereby. eſtabliſh 
Peace 3 amongſt us. 


And this is in the firſt Place to be 
our great Care and Concern to preſerve 
his Religion amongſt us pure and un- 

corrupted. He has no freed us from 

thoſe public Enemies, whoſe Deſire and 
Aim it was by Force to have deſpoiled 
us of it. Their open Attempts have, 
by his good Providence and Protection, 
been happily defeated; and having now 
put it in our Power to guard and de- 
fend it, he expects we ſhould exert the 
E acul- 
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Faculties he has given us to that Pur- 
poſe. They have ſtill their Agents 


amongſt us, ſecretly - attempting to diſ- 
turb our Quiet. They do all they can 


to corrupt and ſeduce the Ignorant, to 
ſow Diſcontent amongſt us. As this, 
therefore, ſnould put us on our Guard, 


ſo ſhould it make us particularly induſ- 


trious, to inſtruct and ſeaſon thoſe un- 
der our Care, with Printiples of Reli- 


gion and Virtue, with a Love 'for their 


Country, « with a ſincere Concern for its 


Welfare and Happineſs. And for this 


End, what is it which ſo immediately 
preſents itſelf to -our Thoughts, as to 
ſhew them the Neceſſity we are there- 
fore under to endeavour, all we can, 
the Support of that Prince, who, under 
God, has been the Guardian and Pro- 
tector of it. How perpetually has he 


been engaged in our Protection and Ser- 


vice! 
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vice! How watchful for our Welfare 
How unwearied in his Endeavours to 
reſtore us to Peace and Quietneſs! To 
God we muſt always look up as the 
final Cauſe; as the Origin of all the 
Bleflings derived to us. Our Sovereign 
we are to regard as the Inſtrument; as 
the Vice-gerent whom he hath delight- 
ed to honour. Towards him we ſhould 
| behave, as God hath ordained, with Gra- 
titude, Honour, and Obedience. And, 
indeed, to praiſe and value the Bene- 
factors of Mankind, is but to give them 


cleareſt Dictates of Reaſon, the unalter- 
able Rules of Juſtice, and the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Gratitude, It is, in ſhort, to 
encourage Virtue, and to promote our 
own, and the common Intereſt of Man- 
kind. : 


Seeing 
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Seeing then we enjoy, through the di- 
vine Goodneſs, ſuch ineſtimable Bleſ- 
ſings, let us now endeavour to turn our 
'F houghts to what will moſt undoubted- 
ly ſecure to us the divine Favour, and 
the Continuance of them, which we 
now, I hope, with Sincerity of Heart, 
return God thanks for. For even this 
is not enough, thus fe give unto the Lord 
the Honour due unto bis Name. We muſt 
do ſomething further on this extraordi- 
nary Occaſion : And what is that ? The 
Royal Pfalmiſt will inform us. We 
muſt bring an Offering, and come before 
him. In the Diſpenſation he was under, 
this had Reſpect to thoſe Sacrifices, 
which the Law preſcribed, but were 
Types of Sacrifices of a more ſpiritual. 
Nature. What we are to underſtand 
by this Expreſſion, | is thus elegantly ex- 
_ plained and illuſtrated by the wiſe Son 

N . of 
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of Hra cb. He that keepeth the Law, 
bringeth Offerings enow : He that taketh 
heed to the Commandment, offereth a Peace 
Offering. He that requiteth a good Turn, 
offereth fine Flour ; and he that giveth 
Alms, ſacrificeth Praiſe. To depart from 
Wi ekedneſs is a Thing pleaſe ing to the Lord, 
and to forſake Unrighteonſneſs is a Propi- - 
_ tiation. * And this is what the Royal 
patmiſt himſelf meant, when he ſaid, 
an offering of a free Heart, an Heart free 
from all Pollution and Corruption, from 
all Sin and Hypocriſy, An Oblation 
of ſuch an honeſt and ſincere Heart will 
I give thee, and praiſe- thy Name, O 
Lord, becauſe it is ſo comfortable, And 
this is what we muſt imitate him in, 
and what, indeed, in our former Humi- 
liations and Faſts we engaged ourſelves 
to. We are now to pay unto God thoſe 
Vows, which we promiſed with our 
| 225 
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Lips, and ſpoke with our Mouths, 
when we were in Trouble. Now God 
has made us whole, we. muſt take heed 
that we fin. no more. We mult put 
away from us. thoſe Things, which 
were offenſive in his Sight, and for the 
Sake of which he encompaſſed us thus 
with Terrors on every Side. What 
thoſe are every Man, upon examining 
his own Heart, and reviewing his paſt 
Life, will quickly ſee. For who of us 
is there, if we will but reflect upon our 
former Conduct and Behaviour, but muſt 
be conſcious, wherein we have tranſ- 
greſſed God's Commandments. There 
is not a Day paſſes, but we, in ſome De- 
gree or other; become guilty before 
God. Let us then call theſe Things 
to Remembrance; let us apply our ut- 
moſt Care and Diligence to avoid that 

12 1 OE Sin 
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Sin <obich doth moſt eafily beſet us; and 
to render it ſucceſsful, let us apply to 
him by Prayer for his Grace and As- 
ſiſtance, to keep us back from thoſe pre- 
ſumptuous Sins, which will otherwiſe get 
' the Dominion over us; ſo ſhall we preſerve 
ourſelves innocent and — from the 
great e. 


The Zeal we expreſſed for God's true 
Religion, in the Day of our Calamity. 
was, I make no Doubt, acceptable in his 
Sight. I know not to what elſe we can 
aſcribe the Bleſſing we this Day return 
him Thanks for. I wiſh it was likewiſe 
in my Power to impute it to the Inno- 
cence and Virtue of our Lives: Sure 1 
am, however, the former will not laſt 
long, much leſs be attended with God's 
Favour, if we do not alſo add to our 
Faith, Virtue, For St, Paul aſſures us, 
: = that 


SERMON: 6 
that not the Hearers of the Law are juſt 
before God, but the Doers of the Law ſhall' 

be juſtified ; and St. James faith, bat 
Faith, if it hath not Works, is dead being 
alone. For it is not our being Diſciples 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, profeſſing his Reli- 
gion, and being baptized in his Name, 
that will bring Glory to God, unleſs we 
add to ſuch our Profeſſion an Obedience 
to his Commands otherwiſe it will tend 
to derogate from his Honour, to ſuppoſe 
that he will ſtill be the Guardians of 
them, who only ſay unto him, Lord, 
Lord, but do not the Things which be 


commands. F rom thoſe whom he thus . 
makes the Objects of his eſpecial Grace 
and Favour, he may well expect propor- > 


tionable Returns of Piety and Goodneſs. 
This is that Eudotia, that Good-will 
mentioned in my Text, that beſt Diſpo- 
ſition of Mind, whereby alone we can 
Vol. I. Di be 
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be pleaſing to God; whereby we are 
enabled to give Glory to him, or pre- 
ſerve Peace to ourſelves. Without this 
he has declared that all our Devotions 
will be an Abomination in his Sight. 
There is no Peace, ſaith my God, to the 
Wicked. To remind us of theſe Things, 
the Almighty brought us into Danger. 
He has now fixed us once more under 
that happy Government, for which we 
are the Envy of foreign States, under 
which we have the free and undiſturb- 
ed Enjoyment of all that is truly dear 
and valuable to us: The Exerciſe of 
God's true Religion, and the Security 
of our Lives and Poſſeſſions. But let 
us remember withal, that, as we have 
experienced, God's Hand was not ſporteu- 
ed that it could not ſave, ſo neither is his 
Power now leſſened that it cannot pu- 


niſh, He has other Plagues in Store 
1 85 beſides i 
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- poſi that of War; which if, as Pha- 
rob, we {till harden our Hearts, he will 
moſt aſſüredly bring upon us; and the 
Locuſts, called i in Scripture, his great £ 
Army, may cover our Land, and as ef- 
fectually ruin and deſtroy us, as any | 
other foreign Enemy could. Their 
Harbingers are ſent before them, to let 

us knaw what we are to expect, unleſs 

by Piety and Virtue we avert the Judg- 
ment threatened, and thereby prevail 


with the Lord to Ake or blow them 
back again. 5 


1 hi then theſe Thoughts ſink deep 


75. our Hearts; let them have a ſuit- 


f 
j 
{ 
| 


z able Effect upon our Minds and Lives; 


let every one of us do his Part, that 
theſe may be the Days, this the Time, 


den Iniquity ſhall be ſought for amongiſt 
us, and there ſhall be none; when our Sins 


D 2 Fall 
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ſhall be enquired after, and not be found. 
So ſhall we truly give Glory to God in 
the Higheſt ſo ſhall we be and approve 
ourſelves thoſe Men of Good. will, amongſt 
whom Peace and Happineſs will always 
flouriſh and abound. Which great 
Bleſſings God of his infinite Mercy 
grant, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, our ever 
gracious Lord and Saviour, to whom, 
with the Father and Holy Ghoſt, be 
aſcribed all Adoration, Praiſe and 


Thankſgiving, now and for evermore. 


s E R M O N I. 
On s E I. F MURDER. 85 
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The CATHE DR AL, ApriL 16, 1749. 


Job ii. Part of Ver. 10. 
What ! Shall we receive Good at the Hand 
of God, and ſhall we not receive Evil? 


Preached alſo at St. PzTzRr's MancRorFT, 
and St. Johx's MADDERMARKET. 


s the Wiſdom of preventing a Diſ- 
< * eaſe in the Body is juſtly to be pre- 
ferred before the Art of curing it, fo 
is it much more ſo in the Maladies of 
the Mind, eſpecially where the Evils 
proceeding from them, being once ad- 
mitted, are paſt Remedy, and not to be 
D 3 redreſſed. - 
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diets. And hence it is, that divine 
Providence has, from Time to Time, 
revealed his Will to Mankind, at cer- 
tain Intervals, to warn Men of ap- 
Proaching Dangers, and of Evils which 
threatened their Ruin and Deſtruction. 
Thus, in the firſt tranſaction between 


God and Man, we find our firſt Parents 
cautioned againſt meddling with the 
Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, 
becauſe the Conſequence of their eating 
of the Tree ſhould be, that in the Day 
they fhould eat rbereef, they ſhould ſurely : 
die, they ſhould thenceforward become 
mortal, and be themſelves and their 
Poſterity the Objects of God's Di) plea- 
ſure and Vengeance. And ſo, likewiſe, 
before che Enterance of the Children of 
Ifrael i into the Land of Promiſe, God, by 
his Servant M oſes, cautions them againſt 
their growing unmindful of him through 
Prof! perity, 


Proſperity, and forſaking him, cheir De- 


 liverer, and falling into Idolatry, into 
the Worſhip of falſe Gods, Gods which 
their own "vain Fancies ſhould create, 
which their own Hands and Fingers 
ſhould make; or imitate thoſe Nations 
whom they were to ſucceed, in thofe 
very Abominations, for which the Lord, 
they knew, would drive them out. Tn 
like Manner our blefſed Saviour warns 


his Difciples and Followers of falſe Pro- 
phets, which fhould afterwards ariſe; 


bidding them not go after them, or 
hearken unto them. Lo ! ſays he, I bade 
told you, that when they ſhould appear, 
they might remember he had told them 
of them, and might avoid them. And 
all of us he has fore warned of the Errors 
which ſhould ariſe in the Chriſtian 
Church, which are ſo expreſsly pointed 
out to us, by himſelf, or his Apoſtles, 
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that.it muſt be our own Fault, if we be 
betrayed into them; and they are ſuch 
an Evidence at the ſame Time of his 
Divinity, that he who is not convinced 
thereby of the Truth of our Religion, 
mult be an Infidel ſelf- condemned, and 
without Excuſe. What better Exam- 
ples then can the Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel follow, than thoſe which their Crea- 
tor was pleaſed to ſet, and which they 
ſee confirmed by the Practice of their 
- Redeemer, and his Apoſtles and Fol- 
lowers, under the Direction and Influ- 
ence of the divine Spirit. 


In Imitation, therefore, of theſe great 
Patterns, we will conſider the Caſe of 
that unhappy Set of Men, who, being 
oppteſſed with any ſevere Affliction, 
think of nothing elſe to eaſe their deſ- 

ponding Minds, but the Inſtruments of 

4 9 Death; 
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Death; and without conſidering the Va- 
lue of Life, and the Ends for which 
God gave it them, profanely return him 
back the Preſent, as if what he, the Au- 
thor of every good Gift, has beſtowed, 
was by them to be kept or thrown 
away as they pleaſed, _ 


Job, that excellent Man in my Text, 
we find, thought Life was not at our 
own Diſpoſal. For when his Wife, not 
able to bear the terrible Change of their - 
Condition, from the Top of human 
Glory, to the loweſt State of Wretched- 
neſs and Miſery, in the utmoſt Deſpair, 
bid him curſe God and die, by laying vio- 
lent Hands upon himſelf, in which raſh 
Action ſhe ſeems likewiſe ready to ac- 
company him, he reads her another 
Leſſon. I will repeat what ſhe ſaid to 
him, as we have it in the Septuagint, 

23 Which, 
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which, it is more than E was 
| taken from a Tranſcript 0 Ezra's Copy, 


101 


who was divinely inſpired, and conſe- 
U 2 NI oY . 


venth) a muc more ancient and au- 
thentic Copy of the Holy Scriptures, 
than that from which our Tranſlators 
made their Verſion. For at the Time 
when the Seventy made their Tranſla- 
tion, there was in the Temple at Jeru- 
 falem, a true authentic Copy of the He- 
Brew Bible, vritren by Ezra, or under 
his Inſpection. And as the Jews of 
Alexandria had a free Intercourſe with 
A their Brethren in Fudea, theſe being 
then ukewiſe ſubject to the King -of 
Egypt, at whoſe Directions this Tran- 
Nation was made, we need not doubt 
of i its being taken from that authentic 
Copy. Thus therefore we find in that 
Verſion, this Paſſage of Joh: 2 Poſt 


« thou "Kill, ſays } his Wife, retain thy 
N. _ Ss * Integrity, 


* 
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entegrity, ſaying, I will wait yet awhile, 
being not yet without Hopes of my 
«Reſtoration. For behold, what Ground 
« is there for any ſuch Hope? Every 
„Memorial of thy former happy State 
« is vaniſhed from the Earth. Thy 
« Sons, and thy Daughters, whom 1 
« have in vain brought forth with many 
« Pains and Throws, are all ſnatched: 
, away ; and thou thyſelf art forced to 
4 ſer in the open Air upon a Dung-hill, 
< whilſt. I am become à Slave and a 
Vagabond, wandering from Place to 
Place, from Houſe to Houſe, waiting 
the Setting of the Sun, when by Sleep 
may lull my Sorrows, which now 
* encompaſs and diftreſs me on every 
Side. Let us bear theſe Afflictions 
no longer; return the Lord his Pro- 
% miſes and die.” Here we ſee two 
Perſons in the very Depth of Miſery 
'- DB6& _ - ae: 
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and Affliction, from a State quite the 
Reverſe; one of them in Deſpair, not 
able to bear up under it; the other wiſe- 
ly arguing on the Side of Providence, 
abſolving his Juſtice, and relying on his 
Goodneſs. Thou ſpeakeſt, ſays Job, to 
her, as one of the fooliſh Women ſpeaketh, 
as one who does not conſider Things 
rightly, nor the Obligations we ſtand 
in to our Creator. Our very Being, and 
all that we have hitherto enjoyed, 
we owe entirely to his Bounty; and 
what ſhould be the Reſult of that Re- 
fleftion ? Sball we receive Good at the 
Hand of God, and ſhall we not receive 
Evil, without repining and Diſcontent? 
All that I had came from him: be 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away ; bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
Tim will 1 ſtill bleſs, his Name will I 
| praiſe ; 


SERMON III. 73 


MEE: for Good, I am ſure, i is the End 
of all his Diſpenſations. 


Of the many Perſons who have been 
guilty of Self- murder, it is obſervable 
that few of them, in Compariſon, have 
been ſuch as were born to Poverty, and 
who never knew any Thing but the 
Want and Preſſures of that State. On 
the Contrary, they are generally ſuch, 
as have been reduced from affluent or 
eaſy Circumſtances, or from a too high 
Opinion of - themſelves, and their own 
Merits, have, from Diſappointments, fal- 
len into a peeviſh Diſcontent, and rather 
than be at the- Pains of curbing their 
own Wills-and Paſſions, have furiouſly | 
| hurried themſelves out of Life, not con- 
ſidering, or not caring, what might be 
the Conſequence. Theſe: Conſiderations 
ſhould incite People to à due and pru- 
anne 
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dent Care of their Circumſtances, leſt 
being brought into Straits, and not 
knowing which Way to turn them, they 
become unealy, and be tempted, in Or- 
der to avoid imaginary Evils, to plunge 
themſelves into Miſery irretrievable. 


And by the like Reflections, the Ambi- 


tious ſhould take Care how far they 


proceed and ſet their Hearts upon great 


Things they have in View, leſt, meeting 
with unexpected Diſappointments, your 
Minds be ſo far hurried, as to be quite 

out of your own Power and Direction. 


For we find many Perſons can better 


bear Guilt than Shame. This was ve 


rified in Abitopbel, an eminent Stateſman 


of King David's Court. So renowned 
was he: for Policy and Wiſdom, that 
iris faid, ihe Counſel of Ahitophel, which 
be. counſelled in thoſe Days, was as if a 
May had enguired at the Oracle of God : 

Not 
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Not eyen the Reſentment af different 
Parties could make them blind to his 
Abilities, for it is further added, ſo mas 
all the Counſel of Ahitophel, bath with 
David, and with Abſalom. 2 Sam. xvi. 
23. xvii. 1. &c. His conſpiring againſt. 
his Maſter, and joining with the Son 
in rebelling againſt the Father, though 
an Action full of Guilt, gave him no 
Diſturbance : But when he found ano- 
ther's Counſel, preferred to his, this his 
Pride and high Spirit could not bear. 
He was chafed in his Mind, as @.Bear 
robbed of ber M belps in the Field; and be- 
cauſe he could not revenge himſelf up- 
on his Riyal in Fame, his Rage recgiled 
upon himſelf. | For when: Ahitophel ſaw 
that his Counſel was not followed, he ſad- 
adled his Aſs; (himſelf, it is probable, 
did that Office, having his Spirits too 
much hurried to call or wait for his 


Servant) 
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Servant) and gat him Home to his Houſe, 
t his City, and hanged himſelf and died. 
Bur firſt, we are told, he /et his Houſe 
in Order, Wiſe enough, we find, -he 
was in worldly Matters, but towards his 
God none more fooliſn. Both in public 
and family Affairs, his Prudence ap- 
peared; but of his Duty towards God, 
he ſeems altogether ignorant and un- 
mindful. His Conduct is a ſtrange 
Mixture of Wiſdom and Madneſs. 
That which is moſt ſurprizing is, that 
he ſhould have Preſence of Mind enough 
to conſider the Good of his Family, and 
ſet his Houſe in Order, and yet be ſo mad 
at the ſame Time, as to diſregard his 
own Welfare, and hang himſelf; ſhould 
be ſo proud as not to bear a preſent 
Diſgrace, when in a little Time the 
Counſel he gave would have appeared 
the Beſt. 5 ; 


We 
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We ſee in this how vain it is for a 


| Man to be wiſe, if he be not wiſe to- 


wards his God. The Reputation this 
Man had for worldly Wiſdom and Po- 
licy, betrayed him into an Action of 
the groſſeſt Folly, If his Underſtand- 
ing had been but of common Rate, his 
| Counſel not being followed had given 
him little Diſturbance; but he could 
not, with any Patience, behold the Glo- 
ry he had obtained, under any Eclipſe, 
though but of the ſhorteſt Continuance. 
How eaſily may a Man, though natu- 
rally wiſe, be made weary of Life. 
Worldly Wiſdom is no Protection from 
Shame and Ruin. A little Pain, a lit- 
tle Diſgrace, a ſmall Loſs, a petty Af- 
front, can now-a-days ſoon rob a Man 
of all Comfort, and cauſe his own Hands 
to rob him of himſelf, For the Credit 
of the Practice of Se/f-Maurder,: in the 


Dy 1 „„ Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory the Scripture gives us of Four 
Thouſand Years, we meet with but Four 
Inſtances of it. The one of Saul, when 
forſaken by God, and that of his Ar- 
mour Bearer, ſhocked with his Fate, 
and unwarrantably influenced by fo 
great an Example ; the Third of this 
Rebel to his Prince, who was of God's 
own Appointment; -and the other of 
Fudas, the Betrayer of his Maſter, who 
cas God manifeſt in the Fleſh. And 
though, indeed, there are but too many 
Examples of it amongſt the Heathens, 
yet they were againft their Rules, their 
Laws, and their Methods of Reaſoning. 
And no Wonder is it, that ſuch ſhould 
be their Judgments, their Laws, and 
their Rules, for it is directly contrary 
to the ſound Principles of right unpre- 
judiced Reaſon. We will examine the 
Caſe fairly and impartially. 

Fc 5 And 
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And, Firſt, it is to be conſidered, 
whole we are. If we had made our- | 
ſelves, we ſhould have a moſt undoubt- 
ed Right to diſpoſe of and do by our- 
ſelves as we pleaſed. But this, [ think, 
none of us will pretend to. That Be- 
ing, therefore, whoever it was, that made 
us, muſt alone have that Power over us, 
and we ſhall act againſt Truth and Juſ- 
tice, if we invade his Right. Some 
have profanely ſaid, that as they were 
brought into Being without their own 
Conſents, that therefore they are at Li- 
berty to quit it again When they pleaſe. 
But ſuch ſhould che told, that the? have 
no Right to have ſuch their Conſent 
aſked, becauſe their Creator is the Au- 
thor of all they have, of all their Powers 
and Faculties, even of thoſe by which 
they thus diſpute and queſtion his Right, 
and conſequently they can have no Pre- 
tence 
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tence to exert them in any other Man- 
ner than is agreeable to his Will. When 
a Soldier is preſſed into the Service, he 
does not pretend either that his natural 
Liberty is invaded, or that he has there- 
fore a Right to deſert the Station he is 
placed in by his Officer, becauſe he is 
compelled to that Duty without his own 
Conſent. As well knowing that the 
Safety of the Public is firſt to be con- 
ſidered, and that he, as a Member of it, 
is under a prior Obligation to do that 
Part towards the Support of it, which 
thoſe who are intruſted with the State, 
think fit to call him to. And ſhall we 
then pretend to a greater Privilege as 
Creatures of God. He was the Creator 
of Man; the Former and Eſtabliſher of 
the grand Society of the World; and it 
was he by whole Influence and Direction 
all leſſer Communities have been brought 
Into 
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into the State they are. And ſhall we 
then think ourſelves leſs obliged to re- 
main in the Station God has thought 
fit to place us in, till he ſhall pleaſe to 
diſmiſs us, than a Soldier does that 
which 1s appointed him by his Com- 
mander? No. Our Obligations muſt 
ſtill ariſe higheſt and ſtronger, in Pro- 
portion as our heavenly Father is infi- 
nitely ſuperior to the greateſt of the 
Sons of Men, than any Officer is or can 
be to the moſt inferior of thoſe he com- 
mands. | F 


! 


[N 


| 
I 
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Again, There is no Man, how low or 
inconſiderable ſoever his Station or Abi- 
lities may be, but may be of ſome Ser- 
vice to the Public; and every Man, by 
being born a Member of any Commu- 
nity, is obliged to do it all the Good he 
can. He, therefore, who violently rids 
himſelf 
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himſelf of Life, is guilty of defrauding 
the Public, unjuſtly deprives it of that 
Benefit which he might have been of to 
it, and which it has an undoubted Right 
to demand from him, 


But further, his Relations and Friends 
have a particular Intereſt in him, which 
he is bound in Juſtice to preſerve to 
them as long as he' can. They have 
a juſt Claim to his Love and Affection, 
as alſo to the natural Effects thereof, all 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance he can give them. 
How cruelly unjuſt is he to them then, 
who by ſhortening his Life, not only 
deprives them of that which with ſo 
much Equity they may expect from him, 
but leaves them in their Stead the utmoſt 
Grief and Sorrow, Infamy and Diſgrace, 
without any Expectation, any Hope of 
his future Welfare. So wrong is ſuch 

5 a Prac- 
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a Practice, we ſee, upon the Principles 
of unaſſiſted Reaſon, It is fooliſh in 2 
Man to deſpiſe Life, ſince his Being is 
his all. Thoſe who have a more noble 
and excellent Being, may ſlight ours, 
but it is againſt Nature for us to deſpiſe 
it ourſelves, and bring ourſelves to ne- 

glect it, and much more to deſtroy it. 
It is a Diſeaſe peculiar to Man; no 
other Creature is troubled with it; there 

is nothing which does not value and 
ſeek its own Preſervation. 


It was the Opinion of thoſe two great" 
Men in the Heathen World, Plato and 
Ariſtotle, that thoſe Men, who, to ger 
rid of Poverty, or any other Trouble" 

or Hardſhip, put an End to their Lives, 
are ſo far from deſerving the Character 
of being couragious, or of a noble Spi- 
rit, that they thereby ſnew themſelves”: 
the 
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the verieſt Cowards, and oninanly, and 
under the meaneſt Degree of Fear. 
For it 1s Weakneſs, to fly and avoid 
thoſe Things which are hard and pain- 
ful to be undergone. It is ſuch a blind 
F ierceneſs, as though it may have with 
ſame a vain Shadow of Courage, yet 
will always paſs for and be accounted 
Folly, in the Judgment of the wileſt 
Men. That brave Roman Regulus, who 
rather than break his Oath, or lay vio- 
lent Hands upon himſelf, expoſed him- 
(elf to the moſt exquiſite Torments, 
Was juſtly to be preferred to Cato, whoſe 
mean Pride, unjuſtly by ſome tiled 

5 greatneſs of Soul, would not ſuffer him 
to fall under the Power of his Enemy. 
And it may well be Matter of great 
Surprize, that one of the greateſt Ge- 
niuſes of the laſt Age, ſhould ever think 
8 an Action worthy that amiable 
Laght | 
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Light he has ſet it in. If he could have 
foreſeen the Miſchief it has done ſince 
upon weak Minds, he would, I am per- 
ſuaded, have ſuppreſſed his Deſign, 
though he had deprived himſelf of that 
great Reputation he has gained thereby. 
The beſt Excuſe we can make for him, 
is, that as Cato was a Heathen, he might 
not apprehend there would be any Dang- 
er that Chriſtians would be induced to 
copy after him, ſince the meaneſt Chriſ- 
tian ought to be better inſtructed than 
the wiſeſt Heathen, - 


And, indeed, would but Men attend 
to the Doctrines of their Religion, lit- 
tle Fear there would be of ſuch an Ef- 
fect. For it is one expreſs Command- 
ment of God, Thou ſhalt do no Murder. 
Whereby muſt be meant no Murder of 
any Kind, either of a Man's ſelf or 
Vol. I. E others. 
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others. For it is a known Rule in the 
Interpretation of Laws, that where the 
Law does not, there we are not to diſ- 
tinguiſh. And the Reaſon given by 
God for this Prohibition ( for in the 
Tmage of God made be Man) holds as 
ftrongly againſt a Man's murdering him- 
ſelf, as againſt his murdering another. 
Since he who murders himſelf, as much 
deſtroys the Image of God, as he who 
murders any one elſe, conſequently muſt _ 
equally offend againſt this Command. 
ment. ” | 2 


This thoſe unhappy People would 
do well to conſider, who are not led in- 
to this Practice by any ſuch proud and 
diſdainful Humours, as thoſe we have 
mentioned are influenced by; but by 
a Temper directly oppoſite. From a 
[raſh Judgment, and too ſtrict Notion of 

* 
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Things, they are brought to entertain 
ſuch hard Thoughts of themſelves, as 
to look upon themſelves as quite un- 
worthy of the Air they breath; as en- 
tirely out of the Favour of God; as 
excluded the Benefit of Man's Re- 
demption. None do they regard ſo 
bad as themſelves all, but them, they 
imagine, may be ſaved by the Death 
and Merits of Chriſt; and, therefore, 
not being able to endure the preſent 
Horrors of their Minds, they moſt deſ- 
perately endeavour to flee from the An- 
guiſn which now Torments them, by 
utterly deſtroying themſelves, both Bo- 
dies and Souls, We cannot, without 
great Pity and Concern, conſider the de- 
plor ble Circumſtances of ſuch Perſons. 
The Spirit of a Man wvill ſuſtain his Infir- 
mity.; but a wounded Spirit, who can bear; 
Reaſon and Religion, when duly exerted 
= SE — 
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and attended to, will ſupport a Man 
under, and carry him through, the great- 
eſt Evils and Troubles of Life. But 
when the Soul itſelf be affected, it is 
deaf to all which thoſe great Guides 
ſuggeſt and teach; and as the bodily 
Power of Digeſtion, when vitiated, 
changes the moſt whulſome Food into 
Poiſon the moſt pernicious, ſo does the 
Soul, when under this Diſorder, turn 
all the Leſſons of Reaſon and Religion 
againſt itſelf; and that which affords 
the greateſt Comfort to pious and un- 
derſtanding Minds, fills the clouded 
Soul with Terror and Deſpair. In vain 
will it be to direct our Diſcourſe to ſuch 
Perſons. I hope none here preſent are 
of that Number. I ſhall now only offer 


ſome Conſiderations to our Thoughts, 


which, by the Bleſſing of God, if ſeri- 
oully re flected On, may prevent thoſe 
L among 
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among us, who are of a gloomy and 
melancholy Turn, from falling into ſo 
miſerable a State. 5 KN 


And, Firſt, let them conſider, that 
Jeſus Chriſt came not to call the Righteous, 
but Sinners to Repentance : Not for the 

Good did he lay down his Life, but for 
Sinners: And, therefore, as they look 

upon themſelves as great Sinners, they 
ſhould regard themſelves as the very 

Perſons for whom he ded. But as in- | 
| deed: there is no Man that dotb Good and 
-M meth not, ſo all have ſtood in Need of 
" Saviour and Redeemer. And there- 
fore he came into the World, and ſub- 
mitted to the Death of the Croſs, that 
he might bring about the Redemption 
and Salvation of all Men. None are 
excepted, we may obſerve, who will lay 
hold of it, and perform the Conditions 
E 3 = upon 
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upon which it is offered. And what 
are they? None, but what every Man 
is enabled to do, if he will but heartily 
ſet about it, through the Aſſiſtance of 
God's divine Spirit, which he hath pro- 
miſed, and which will never be wanting 
to thoſe who pray for it, and will co- 
operate with it. They are Conditions 
eaſy to be underſtood, agreeable to Rea- 
ſon, perfective of our Nature, conducive 
do our preſent Eaſe and well being, mak- 
ing us amiable in the Sight of God, and 
ſecuring to us his moſt precious Love 
and Favour to all Eternity. 


We are firſt to believe and put our 
Truſt in him; to give our Aſſent to 
what he has taught us, and reſt in his 
Promiſes. And can any Thing be more 
right and juſt than that we ſhould cre- 
dit what our Creator ſays, and put our E 

” Confidence 
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Confidence in him for our future Hap- 
pineſs, to whom we owe our very Being, 
and all we now enjoy? We are further 
| to obſerve, that he originally intended 
us for happy Beings, and welt knowing, 


how inconſiſtent with our proving ſuch _ 
all Sin and Wickedneſs would be, and- 
how alone conducive thereto, Virtue 


and Goodneſs are, he requires us to for- 
ſake the former, and give ourſelves up 


entirely to the Practice of the other, as 
the Means abſolutely neceſſary to the 


| compaſſing the End deſigned, And 
what more reaſonable could be demand- 


ed of us, than to break off thoſe Sins 


which renders us unhappy to ourſelves, 
and odious to him; and for the future 
engage in ſuch a Courſe of Life, as will 
both make us amiable in his Sight, and 
ſecure our Happineſs both here and 


hereafter ? 


"B-4 And 


„ 
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And will any Man ſuffer himſelf. to 
be uneaſy any longer? Muſt not theſe 
glad Tidings clear away and diſpel the 


moſt gloomy Thoughts, and chear and 


enliven Spirits the moſt melancholy 
and dejected? When Happineſs is thus 
held forth and preſented to us by a moſt 
merciful Creator and gracious Redeem- 


er, can we be ſuch Enemies to ourſelves 


as to put it from us, and perverſely 
judge ourſelves unworthy of it, when, 


by having his Death and Merits imputed 


to us, we are become. juſt before God, 
and declared worthy Objects of his 
Grace. Let us take heed to ourſelves, 
and to avoid the Extremes on either Side. 
To deſpair is on the one hand being 
as unjuſt to God, as without Faith, Re- 
pentance and Reformation, it is to pre- 
ſume upon his Mercy and Favour on 


the other. He can no more refuſe to 


receive 
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receive the truly repenting Sinner to 

| himſelf, than he can admit the ob- 

| \ſtinately Impenitent. Conſider theſe 

Things, ye beloved of God, and never 

in the leaſt hearken to that Temptation, 
which will entangle you in that Sin 
which admits of no Repentance, as is 
moſt certainly the Caſe of Self. Murder. 


For upon Death, all our Power to ſet. 


Things right ceaſeth. There is no Wi/- 
dom, nor Underſtanding, nor Knowledge in 
the Grave, whither we ſhall then be gone: 
As the Tree falletb, ſo ſhall it lie. This 
Life is our only Time for doing what. 
will avail us hereafter ;. that which ſuc- 
ceeds is the Seaſon for Reward or Pu- 
niſnment; it will then be out of our 
Power to repair what we have done 
amiſs, and, conſequently, if we die in the 
_ Commiſſion of Sin (and every Self. Mur- 
derer dies in the very Act of a moſt hei- 
-_ 8 © nous 


= 
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nous Sin) we die without Repentance, 

and without Repentance there is no 
Remiſſion; and therefore, upon the Prin- 
ciples of the Goſpel, every Sinner who 
dies in any Sin unrepented of, and con- 
ſequently every Self- Murderer, can have 
no Hopes of Salvation, but may well 
expect that he ſhall be excluded Hea- 
ven, as by the Laws of his Country he 
is forbidden the common Rights of 
Burial. And, O how dreadful will it 
be, when he thus unſent for ruſhes in- 
to the Creator's Preſence, and is aſked, 
Friend, wherefore art thou come? to find 
himſelf rejected by his God, and con- 

ſigned over to utter Darkneſs, where is 


weeping and gnaſving of Teeth. 


Let us all, finally, whenever we be 
prefſed with Difficulties, or encompaſſed 
with Misfortunes, conſider the Caſe of 


Job. 


S8 ERM ON 
Job. He was one Day the greateſt Man 
of the Eaſt, and yet quickly reduced to 
ſuch a State of Miſery and Wretchedneſs, 
as for his Poverty to become a Proverb, 
« As poor as Job.” He loſt all that he 
had, and his Children too; but he wiſely 
took Care not alſo to looſe himſelf. His 
Expoſtulation in my Text will be always 
remembered to his Praiſe - and Honour. 
What? ſays he, ſhall we receive Good at the 
Hand of God, and ſoall we not receive Evil? 
How can we tell what Purpoſes divine 
Wiſdom may have in View, by the Diſ- 
treſs and Troubles he ſuffers us to be 
tried with? He may intend to make us 
Examples for others, and that our Faith 
may be found in the Day of the Lord, 
laudable, glorious, and honourable, to 
the Encreaſe of Glory and endleſs Felici- 
ty. We are to call to Mind that the 
bleſſed Jeſus himſelf aſcended not firſt 
= up 


96 SERMON II. 


up to Joy, till he had endured Pain; not 
even Ht entered into his Glory, before 
he was crucified. And what are our 
Afflictions, who are Sinners, when com- 
pared with his, in whom was no Sin? 
Our Way to eternal Joy, is patiently to 
_ * ſuffer as he did. Never was Sorrow 
like unto his Sorrow, and yet he never 
repined, though for our Tranſerefſions he 
' was ſmitten. And ſhall we then pretend 
to ſet Bounds to the divine Will, and ſay, 
„Thus much will J bear, and no 
more?“ Or dare inſolently to reſolve, 
that if thoſe Evils which now preſs us, 
be not removed, or have any further 
Addition made to them, we will rather 
die than bear them? I hope none of us 
will -eyer ſuffer ourſelves to be carried 
away to ſuch impious Impatience, but 
ſupport our drooping and deſponding 
Thoughts, by reflecting on the happy 
Conſequence 
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Conſequence of our pious Reſignation 
to the Will of God. All the Evil which 


can happen to us, is not to be compar- 


ed with the Good we have received, 
and much leſs with the Good which is 
reſerved for us in the other World. On 


that let us all have our Eyes for ever 


fixed, and we ſhall ſay with St. Paul, 


the Light of Aficlions of this World, which 


are but for a Moment, are not worthy to be 


compared with the Glory, which ſhall be | 


revealed in us; which ſhall be hereafter 
made manifeſt and diſplayed before the 
Eyes of the whole World, at our Ad- 
mittance into it. And yet that exceeding 
and eternal Weight of Glory, they will 
work for us, whilſt we look not at the 
Things which are ſeen, but at the Things, 
which are not ſeen, fince the Things which 
are ſeen are temporal, but the Things which 
are not ſeen are eternal, Now tothe only 

” wioiiſe 
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wiſe God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, of us 
and all Men, all Dominion and Power, 
Love, Honour, Obedience, Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, both now, and through 
ſucceeding Periods of Tun: to all Eter- 
yy Ameu. 
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HENIOUS SIN of SWEARING 
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St. Joun's MADDERMARKET, 
and St. PETER's MANCROEFT. 
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MF 


Inn. a xxiii. 10. 
Bicknh of Swearing the Land mourneth. 


: 'Þ 
|, /TNSHIS is declared to be now our _ 


Caſe, by the Act of Parliament 
you have read to you, and, unleſs ſpee- 
dily and effectually put a Stop to, may 
juſtly provoke the divine Vengeance to 
_ Increaſe 
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increaſe the many Calamities theſe Na+ 
tions already labour under. The Pro- 
phet Iſaiah declares, when God's Fudg- 
ments are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of 
the World will learn Righteouſneſs. This 
he ſpoke of the Children of 1/ael, whom 
he elſewhere calls a Sinful Nation; a Peo- 
ple laden with Iniquity ; a Seed of Evil Do- 
ers; Children that were Corrupters s who 

bad forſaken the Lord, ha provoked ther 

Holy One of Iſrael; were gone backward, or 
alienated and ſeparated from God. Yet, even 
theſe, the Prophet thought, might be 
reclaimed by Judgments. 


What then are we, the wretched Peo- 
ple of this Land! We have long had 
the divine Judgments amongſt us. Our 
Country has been haraſſed with foreign 
Enemies; our Land, Strangers have de- 
voured it in our Preſence ; and what is 
ſtill 
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lin more afflicting, ſome from amongſt 
ourſelves proved ſo baſe and ungrateful, 
as to join them to diſtreſs and ruin us. 
Vet, what Effect has all this had upon 
us! Are ve in any Meaſure become bet- 
ter chan we were? Is Juſtice in Dealing, 
Sincerity in Converſation, or true Piety 
in our religious Duties, more generally 
obſerved than they were wont to be? 

- Happy is it for all thoſe, who. layi 

their Hands upon their Breafts;, and 
carefully examining, their late Conduct, 
can truly ſay each to himſelf, In all 

* my Commerce ſince with Mankind, 
e have reſiſted all the Temptations to 
Fraud and Deceit have made Reſ- 
* titration of all that I have wronged 
8 * Pauls of—I have been particularly 
* cautious with Relation to that Sin ef- 
1 N to which I am moſt addicted, 

* or to which I am, by my Station in 
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* Life, moſt expoſed—I have kept a 

XL conftant Watch before the Door of my 
Lips, that I might not offend in 
* Word—and as to the Duties of Reli- 
gion, I have ſet God always before 
me- I have performed them as in his 
immediate Preſence — with a pious 
and devout Heart have ſent up my 

« Devotions to the Throne of Grace, 

having never any Thing elſe in View 
in all my Addreſſes, but the Glory of 
God, my own Improvement in Piety 
VVirtue, and the qualifying myſelf for 
that eternal State which God, in his 
Mercy, has ultimately deſigned to 

* make me Partaker of.” Happy, I 
ſay, are thoſe who can thus ſpeak Peace 

to their Souls. But ſtill, as a Nation, we 
are not clear of Sins highly diſpleaſing to 
Almighty God, loathſome and offenſive 
to every true Chriſtian, and attended 

: Sf neither 
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neither with Profit nor Pleaſure to the 
Offenders themſelves. I mean thoſe Hor- 
rid, impious and execrable Vices of 
profane Curfing and Swearing, for the 
preventing of which, for the future, we 
ſhould join with our Legiſlators, and uſe 
our utmoſt Endeavours to diſcountenance 
and ſuppreſs them; for, for theſe Things 
the Land mourneth; for this Cauſe bis 
Anger is not yet turned away from us, 
but his Hand is ſtretched out ſtill 0 
threaten and puniſh us. 


* 


To this ale very juſtly be aſeribed, 
that contagious Diſtemper, which has for 
ſome Time, and does now prevail in ſe- 
veral Parts of this Kingdom, amongſt 
the larger Kind of Cattle, and has made 
its Approaches towards us, too near not 
to make us apprehenſive of the Conſe- 
quences. We are apt, indeed, not to be 
moved, 
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moved, till Calamities come Home to 


our Doors, and we ourſelves be touched, 
Bur furely it muſt be owing to a Want 
of conſidering our own Circumſtances 
in this Country, that we now ſeem to be 
ſo little affected by thoſe great Evils 
which threaten us. Many F7 our poor 
Neighbours, if not quite ruined, have 
nevertheleſs ſuffered great Loſſes, and 
been heavily diſtreſſed by certain Worms 
or Cankers which have already deſtroyed 
much of the Fruits of the Ground, and 
| which, if not by the Mercy of God 
quickly removed, it is much to be fear- 
ed will join with that contagious Diſtem- 
per, in bringing upon us the Famine, 
Peſtilence, and all thoſe dreadful Evils 
which follow cloſe at the Heels of thoſe 


terrible Judgments of God. And then 


| what ſhall we be able to do, when we be 
| _ at once vilited with thoſe four ſevere 


Judg: 
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Judgments of God, the Sword, and the 
Famine, and the noiſome Beaſts; and the 
Peſtilence, to cut off from us Man and 
Beaſt! It will be too late then to knock, 
when the Door ſhall be ſhut; and too 
late to cry for Mercy, when it be the 
Time for Juſtice. The preſent is the only 
Time, wherein we can ward off, if yet it 
be not already too late, thoſe grievous 
Calamities which ſeem juſt ready to en- 
compaſs us. Let us not then any longer 
neglect the Means, the only Means we 
have to that bleſſed Purpoſe. A ſincere 
Repentance for what is paſt, and a hear- 
ty Amendment for the Time to come, 
we muſt not any longer put off or defer, 
if we would either enjoy the good 
Things of this Life, or be accounted 
worthy to be made Partakers of that 

Happineſs, which our Heavenly Father 
1 in Reſerve for thoſe who unfeign- 


edly 
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edly endeavour to recommend them- 
ſelyes to his Approbation and Favour. 


Our Governors, in the Law they have 
made, mention only thoſe Vices of pro- 
fane Curſing and Swearing, as being 
more open and commonly taken Notice 
of by others, and alſo more productive 
of Evils, and fatal in its Conſequences, 
as well to Society in general, as to the 
Perſons themſelves who are guilty of it. 
For common Swearing tends in its own 
Nature to take off that Reverence which 
ougght to be had to an Oath, and to leſ- 
ſen in Mens eſteem the Obligation which 
it moſt certainly lays upon the Con- 


ſcience: and that, eſpecially, when it be 


practiſed by Perſons of ſuperior Sations, 
and who are known to be and regarded 
as Men of Senſe and Judgment. For an 
Oath given in common Converſation, is 
| a8 
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as binding in itſelf, as when pronounced 
in a Court, with the greateſt Solemnity. 
And therefore when Men ſee ſuch Per- 
ſons venting Oaths upon all Occaſions, 
ſome Times to Things which they 
themſelves know to be falſe; at other 


Times to do a Service, which they quick - 


ly perceive they take no further Thought 

about, they will ſoon be brought, by 
ſuch Examples, to think that they like- 
wiſe need not be much concerned about 


them; that they have at leaſt as much 
Liberty to indulge themſelves in the 


ſame Vice, and to act, or not, according 
to their Oaths, as their Humour or In- 
tereſt ſhall at any Time require. 


And when this comes to be commons 
ly the Caſe, as from a frequent Practice 


we ſee it does, where ſhall we then find 


another Bond upon the Conſcience, 
when 


MR 
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when Oaths ſhall be thus deſpoiled of 

their Force and Efficacy? By what 

Means ſhall our Government then ſecure 
the Allegiance of its Members? We 
have experienced lately, but too many 
Inſtances of the little Regard paid to 
them in this Reſpect z chiefly owing, I 
doubt not, to common Swearing, and 
the irreverend and profane Manner, in 
which ſuch Oaths are frequently ſpoken 
of, and that too often by Perſons, who 
are thoroughly ſenſible of their 8 
tion. | 


"Again, In Trials at the Bar, what 

Juſtice is to be expected; what Regard 
to Truth to be reaſonably looked for, 
from Perſons accuſtomed to Oaths, up- 
on every the moſt Night, or even no Oc- 
caſion at all? Can we ſuppoſe that he, 


who ſcarce paſſes a Day, without fre- 


quently 
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quently forſwearing himſelf in common 
Converlation, will become, on a Sudden, 
ſo very ſcrupulous as to refuſe proſtitut- 
ing his Conſcience for a handſome Pre- 
ſent, or from Friendſhip to one of the 
Parties, or Enmity to the Others ? And 
when this becomes the Caſe, how ſhall 
we preſerve Liberty and Property? What 
Credit is a Judge or Jury to give to Wit- 
neſſes? All Buſineſs muſt be carried on 
with Diftruſt and Diffidence; and when 
Men be ſentenced to loſe their Lives or 
their Fortunes, we ſhall not have the Sa- 
tisfaction of being ſure they are Guilty, 
but rather be in conſtant Terror our- 
ſclves of the like F ate, ſhould we chance 
to incur the Diſpleaſure, or ſhould it 
happen to be the Intereſt of our Neigh- 
bour to purſue us to thoſe Extremities. 


Vor. I. | ; Bs 5, That | 
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That this is no improbable an Effect 
to be expected from ſuch a Practice, we 
have the Judgment of a very wife Man 
amongſt the Jews; © Falſe Swearing,” 
ſays be, naturally ſpringeth out of much 
Swearing;” and © he that Sweareth,” ſaitb 
St. Chryſoftom, ** continually, both wil- 
<« lingly and unwillingly, both ignorant- 
ly and knowingly, both in Earneſt 
<« and in Sport, being often tranſport- 
< ed by Anger, and many other Things, 
« will frequently forſwear.” No wonder 
then our Government ſhould think this 
a Matter of ſuch Importance, as to make 
them ſend forth a new Law, for the more 
effectual putting a Stop to a Practice ſo 
dangerous and pernicious, as we ſee it is 
to Society; and to order it to be ſolemn- 


1 ly read in our Congtegations, that no 


Perſons may pretend Ignorance of it, but 
be put in Mind of the great Evil and 
— 
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Sinfulneſs of it, both to themſelves and 
| others. 


It remains now upon us, to take Care 
that it be put in Execution. And the 
beſt Way of doing this, is for every one | 
of us to begin with himſelf firſt, Thoſe 
of us, who upon Reflection find them- 
ſelves but too much addicted to it, let 


them for the future ſeriouſly conſider 


how unworthy it is in them, to be thus 
continually offending againſt both the 


Laus of God and Man; but eſpecially if 
they be placed above the common Rank 
of their fellow Creatures. As they are 


ſeated above, ſo ſhould they excel the 


rude Vulgar, by a civil, courteous, and 


obliging Behaviour; by a generous, noble 
and inoffenſive Deportment; not un- 


gratefully. affronting that God, who hath 
been ſo bountiful to them; nor defeat- 
Im . ing 


8 
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ingor diſappointing the Service and Sup- 
port their Prince and Government may 
juſtly expect from them, by ſuch a mean 
and ſcandalous Behaviour; not depriving 
their Friends of that chearful and in- 
ſtructive Converſation, which they are ſo 
well able to give them, by peſtering 
them inſtead thereof with Language ſo 
grating to the Ear, ſo fretful to the Heart, 
and break ing in upon, in ſo outrageous a 
Manner, all good Senſe and good Breed- 
n 


Nor let others think themſelves below 
a proper Care in this Matter; but let 
them be fired with ſuch a juſt and lau- 
dable Spirit, as Chriſtians, to account it 
a Thing greatly beneath them, to give 
into a Practice ſo unbecoming a Creature 
endued with Reaſon. It debaſeth the 
very meaneſt Man infinitely below him 

ſelf; 
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lk and if he be careful in this Rel- 
pect, he raiſeth himſelf thereby above 
che Greateſt, who is Guilty of it. For, 
indeed, it is the Behaviour which makes 
the Gentleman ; and he has a much bet- 
ter Title to that Compellation, who be- 
haves himſelf decently and worthily 
upon every Occaſion, than a Man of the 
highett Birth, whoſe Converſation be- 
lies the Family he ſprings from. And 
herein it is, that Nature preſerveth till 
an Equality amongſt us; and the wiſeſt 
and the beſt of Men, whoſe Eſteem we 
muſt all own 1s of the greateſt: Value, 
regard thoſe with the trueſt Reſpect 
who behave well in their Station, of 
what Rank or Order ſoever it be. There 
is the great Vulgar as well as the /mal!; 
and that is a Difference little worth re- 
garding, when Place or Wealth only is 
the Thing which makes the Diſtinction. 
es 3 | But 
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But all thoſe ſhould further conſider, 
that-by profane Curſing and Swearing 
they are-performing the Devil's Service 
without any Wages, and that unleſs they 
can give us better Evidence of the Plea- 
ſure ariſing from it, than they have hi- 
therto done, we muſt think they have 
as little of that, as of Profit from it. 
And who is there in his Senſes, who 
would dare to offend his Creator; de- 
prive himſelf of eternal Happineſs, and. 

_ expoſe himſelf to endleſs Miſery, for the 
Sake of doing what has neither Pleaſure 
nor Profit attending it; what muſt makea 
Man, upon Reflection, mean and deſ pica- 

ble in his own Eyes, and odious, and to 

be avoided by all who know him? And 
yet this is and muſt be the unhappy 
Fate of all who accuſtom themſelves to 
theſe Vices. 


Hove ver, 
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However, thoſe of them, who are not 
quite abandoned, and are not become in- 
corrigibly profane and wicked, all de- 


ferve our Pity and Concern, and call for 


and demand our Endeayours to aſſiſt, 
correct and amend them; and this, 
frſt of all, in the Spirit of Meekneſs, with 


all the Art and Addreſs we are capable 
of exerting, For we are to obſerve, 


it is not fo much the Intent or Deſire 
of our Governors, that Offenders ſhonld 
be puniſhed and expoſed to Shame, as it 
is to correct and amend them, and put 


a Stop to the Vices they condemn. And, 
_ firſt, we ſhould conſider what Manner of _ 


Spirit ſuch Perſons are generally of; 
how apt to take Offence upon the ſlight- 
eſt Occaſion ; how quickly they are fired 
with Paſſion, and how ſoon they then loſe 
the entire Maſtery of themſelves. Thoſe, 
therefore, who are about ſuch Perſons, 


„ ſhould 
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| ſhould avoid as much as poſſible doing 
or ſpeaking any Thing, which they know 
may be at all likely to provoke them, or 
put them off their Guard. Or, if any ſuch 
Thing ſhould unawares flip from them, 
not aggravate the Matter, as the Manner 
of ſome is; but either by a ſeaſonable 
Silence, or a kind Withdrawing, leave 
them to recover themfelves; and then 
after they are calm and ſedate, and capa- 
ble of Advice, with Prudence let them in- 
to a Knowledge of themſelves, make 
them, by juſt Degrees, ſenſible of their 
Folly and Impiety, and by that Means 
render them ſo ſenſibleof them, that they 
themſelves ſhall become their own Ac- 
cuſers and Reformers. If theſe charita- 
ble Methods were taken by Peoples 
Friends and Acquaintance, we ſhould 
have little Occaſion, I am well purſuaded, 


for any public Informations and Proſe- 
8 
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cutions. For the Failings of moſt Men in 
this Reſpect, are owing to the faulty and 
imprudent Conduct of others; and there 
are few, but have chat good Senſe natural- 

ly inherent in their Minds, that they only 
want to be brought to reflect upon their 

Conduct, to make them ſee and be aſham- | 

ed of being Guiky of thoſe foul Vioes. 


Bur as for thoſe, who, after all theſe 
Methods uſed upon them, Kill wilfully 
perſiſt in the Practice of thoſe Vices; 
either from a certain Vanity to terrify 
and affrighten thoſe about them, by puf- 
fing up their Diſcourſe with Curſes and 
Oaths; or, from a profane and wicked 
Spirit daringly inſult the Divinity itſelf, 
ſuch deſerve no Quarter from us, but we 
ſhould take Care, as we love the Honour 
of God, and regard the Welfare of Society, - 
to o bring them to the Shame and Puniſh - 
1 ment 


_ Motives; not from Vanity or ill Nature, 
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ment they deſerve, put the Laws in 
Execution upon them; that, however for 
| Sweering the Land may mourn, toe may, 
by ſuch our Zeal, deliver our own'Souls, 
This would be proceeding upon proper 


or ſome worſe Principle, but from a juſt 
Concern and Reverence for the Name of 
our God, and a becoming Ambition to 
free our Country from ſuch a baſe and 
diſhonourable Practice, ſo unworthy the 
human Race, ſo ſuperlatively diſgraceful 
to Chriſtians, and thereby ward off thoſe 
dreadful Evils which are but too jd 5 

to be SS from it. 


In this Time of Joy and Gladneſs, 
when we be commemorating the great- | 
eſt Bleſſing Mankind had ever conferred 
upon them, it may be, perhaps by ſome, 
reckoned unreaſonable thus to caſt a 
Damp 
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Damp uponour Minds, by T hreatenings | 
of Judgments and Calamities as ready 
to fall upon us. But if we will but con- 
fider the Matter rightly, we ſhall find - 
what has been ſaid, very well deſerving 
our Thoughts at this Seaſon. Our Go- 
vernment have not thought it a Time 
| improper to read the Law about it. 
And, indeed, when we call to Mind how | 
much Perſons are apt to be off their 
Guard in theſe Times of Feaſtirg and 
Banqueting, perhaps there will not be 
found a beiter Seaſon for theſe Cautions 
than the preſent, to make them more 
particularly careful and watchful over 
their Conduct. And we are further to 
conſider that wonderful Act of Mercy, 
which we now expreſs our Joy, and bleſs 
God for, will not be ſuch to us, unleſs 
we put away every Thing that is offen- 
ave to him, behave ourſelves towards 
1 | him 
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him with a becoming Awe and Rever- 
ence; make uſe of his Name, and every 
Thing belonging to him, with juſt So- 
lemnity and Regard, and in every other 
Reſpect hve according to his Laws, to 
the utmoſt of our Power. For, unleſs 
we reſolve thus to behave ourſelves, we 


may be ſurprized with q udgments in the 


Midſt of our Mirth and Jollity, and be 
involved in Calamities, when we promif- 
ed to ourſelves nothing but Eaſe and 


Pleaſure. But if on the Contrary, whe- 


ther wwe eat or drink, in all our Words 
and Actions, we do all to the Glory of God, 
the Father of an infinity Majeſty, his 
honourable, true, and only Son, alſo 
the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter ; behave _ 
always as in the Preſence of this divine 
Being, making his Commands the Rules 


of our Conduct, we ſhall then rejoice in 


the 8 of our ä in the Manner 
that 
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that we ought to do, and as becomes - 
the Diſciples of Chriſt; and on chat 
Account have our very Diverſions here 
heightened and encreaſed; and having 
enjoyed a Kind of Paradiſe in this World, 
find ourſelves, upon our Diſſolution, 
tranſlated to perfect and endleſs Happi- 
neſs. hereafter, Which God, of his in- 
finite Mercy, grant may be the happy 
L ot of all who hear me this Day, for 
the Sake of. him, who, though God 
bleſſed for ever, did not abhor.the Vir- 
gin's Womb, that he might redeem us 
by his moſt precious Blood, from all Sin 

and Miſery; to whom be Glory and 
Honour, now and for ever more. Amen: 


1 
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CHRIST the War, the Txurn, and the Lies... 


Preached at the CATHEDRAL; and 
St. PETER's MANCROEFT,. 


On SunDay, the Firt of May, 1748. 
Being St. Philip and St. James's-Day. 5 


| Jon xiv: 6: 
Feſus ſaith anto him, I am the Way, and. 
the Truth, and the Life: No Man cometh © 
unto the Fatber, but by me. 


TF* HIS whole Chapter conſiſts, and is 

aà Mixture of Conſolation, of Doc- 

trine, of Exhortations, and of Promiſes. 
Our Lord comforts his Diſciples, whb 

were now under great Perplexity and 

Trouble of Mind: - He teacheth them 

| To |} 
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of the Father; exhorteth them to believe 
in himſelf; to love him and keep his 
| Commandments :” And, as an Encou- 
ragement to them to follow his Advice, 


He promiſes them the Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Ghoſt; that he will always fa- 


vourably hear their Prayers; will return 
unto them himſelf, and in the final Con- 
ſummation of all Things, receive them 
into Glory ;” that where be is, they-might - 
be alſo. 


What precious and ſeaſonable Promi- 
ſes were theſe! But no more, indeed, 
than were neceſſary at that Time, when 
all their ambitious Expectations were 
to be fruſtrated; when their Maſter, 
who, they vainly hoped, was at that 
Time to free them from the Power of 
the Romans, and reſtore again the King- 

dom to Hael ſhould quickly, in their 
+ Sight, 


i 
= 
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Sight, be reduced to the utmoſt Dit: 


7. Domas, who wanted to know whither 


* 


treſs and Miſery; be the Object of the 
Contempt and Scorn of his Enemies, 
and be put by them to a moſt cruel and 
ignommious Death; and themſelves con- 
founded by the Treachery of one of 
their own Brethren, not knowing whom 


to truſt, nor where to fly, affrighted, 
diſpirited and ſcattered. Moſt affec- 


tionately, therefore did this great Lover 


of Souls provide for the Temptations 


they would ſo ſoon be aſſaulted with, 
and furniſh them with Matter, where- 
with, after the firſt Ruffle was over, they 
might recollect themſelves, and compoſe 


E their diſtracted. een ; 


In my Text we have contained the 
whole Sum and Subſtance of the Goſpel. 
It is our bleſſed Lord's Anſwer to &.. 


he 


t 
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he was going the Way. To which our 
Lord does not directly and fully reply, 
but omits nothing, which it was profit- 
able for him and the Reſt of the Diſ- 
ciples to know. It was neceſſary to 
check and keep within due Bounds, his 
and their Curioſity; an Humour but too 

apt to be exceſſive and predominate in 
| the Mind of Man, and which we find, 
the Bleſſed Jeſus, who knew what was 
in Man, always avoided gratifying, where 
it could be of no Service to them, but 
only tended to ſooth and feed their Vanity. 
Our Lord, therefore, we may obſerve, 
does not here ſpeak of himſelf, or deſcribe 
what was to be his Condition with the 
Father; though S. Thomas would gladly 
have hearkened to ſuch a Speculationz 
bur he turns his Thoughts to that which 
was of more Moment to him and all 
other Chriſtians, viz. to the Means, 
«2 whereby 


7 
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whereby they might make themſelves 
Partakers of a happy Reſurrection. This, 
thoſe who had Chriſt would be enabled 
to do; ſince he is the Way, ite Truih, 
and the Life; from him we are to be- 
gin; in him we muſt proceed and end. 
He is the true and living Way to eter- 
nal Life. The imitating. his Example, 
andobeying his Commands, is the Way, 
the only Way, to go where he is gone. 
For ſuch will he direct and draw to him. 
This our bleſſed Saviour foreſaw was a 
Doctrine very neceſſary to be inculcated, 
and therefore we may find many Paſſages 
* un to the like Purpoſe. 


When the Sacred i came to 
be neglected, and the Influence which the 
Goſpel was wont to have upon Men's 
Minds began to abate, \we fee in Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory, that ter the Perſecu- 

tion 
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tion by the Emperor Decius, in the 
Third Century, ſome. Chriſtians, moved 
rather by worldly Craft and Policy,. 
than by any true Piety and Wiſdom, . 
| inſtituted ſeveral new Feſtivals, accom- 
panied with ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, 
as were obſerved among the Heathens 
in theirs; by theſe Means they hoped 
to bring over the Heathens; and indeed 
Chriſtians did thereby increaſe in Num- 
ber, but they deelined in Virtue. Feaft- 
ing and other Diverſions procured many 
Proſelytes, and many of the greateſt. 
Men among. them were not diſpleaſed 
with the Humour and Zeal it raiſed 
amongſt them. They made moſt pom- 
pous Orations to the Honour of Spirits 
and Martyrs, and celebrated the pre- ; 
tended Miracles wrought at their Sepul- 
chres, and by their Relicks, being not 
without Hopes, it is probable, and by 
1 1 
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the Event they were not diſappointed, 
that the ſame People, who honoured | 
and worſhiped departed Spirits, would 
likewiſe do the ſame by them, when 
they allo ſhould be dead and gene; it 
may, perhaps, be too much to ſay, that 
it infamed ſome even to Martyrdom z 
ſo dangerous is a Departure from the 
Goſpel, to Chriſtians the moſt zealous, 


| for what they imagine is to promote the 
| Glory and Honour of God. Now the | 


ſetting apart Times for commemorating 
the ſeveral Steps of the wonderful Work 
of our Redemption, and returning God 


Thanks for enabling ourBleſſedSaviour's | 


Diſciples and Apoſtles, ſo ſucceſsfully 
to accompliſh the Offices committed to 


them, to the enlightening us of the 


Heathen World, and bringing us there- 
by into the Way of Salvation, may ſerve 
to very good Ends and . but- 

then 
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then it bello Es us to take cin che we 
fall not into thoſe Errors, in which our 


Forefathers were involved and inſnared. 
They grew ſo fond of the Apoſtles and 


Saints, that they became unmindful of 
him, whoſe Commiſſion they bore, and 


by whoſe Authority and Power alone they 


acted: Or they addreſſed themſelves to 
them, as if they likewiſe, as well as he, 
were Mediators and Interceſſors with 
God. To them they directed their 


Prayers; to them they raiſed Images 
and Altars; and to them they paid e 
Adoration and IO 


But our Bleſſed Saviour in my Text 
cautions us againſt any ſuch erroneous 


and idolatrous Practices; telling us, 


that he alone is the Way, the Truth, and 


the Life; that no Man can come unto the 


Father, but by him, He 1s the alone Me- 


diator 


r 
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diator between God and Man. For as 
he alone gave himſelf a Ranſom for all; 

"ſo it is his Concern only to preſent our 
Prayers to God and-interceed with him 
to have them accepted. He has Merir 


to plead, which none beſides, either 


Angel or Saint has; and therefore he 
alone is, or can be qualified for that 


high and important Office of Interceſſor, 


or Mediator and Saviour; and conſe- 


quently every Part of that Office, which 


we aſcribe to any other Being, is an im- 


pious Derogation from him; is a Denial 


indeed of the Lord that bought us; is 
a Rejection of him the Head; is make- 


ing to ourſelves other Lords and Sa- 
Vviours 3 is nothing elſe than an Exclu- 
ſion of ourſelves from the Benefit of 


what he did and ſuffered for us No- 


ching leſs than a ſhutting too the Door 


of Heaven againſt us. For Chriſt alone 


is 
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28 the Way hither; by the. Doctrine he has 
taught us, pointing out the Path we are . 
to take; by his Example going before. 

us therein; by his Merits clearing away 

all Obſtructions, and as the Prophet ex, 

preſſes it, faking us by. the Arms, guiding 

and ſupporting us to our Journey's End, 

He alone is be ruth or Word of 

Truth; he is the Subſtance, of which 
the antient Promiſes were the Foretel- 
lers; of which the legal Rites and Ce- 
remonies were but the Types and Sha- 
dows: He is the true Guide to that 
heavenly Canaan, of which the Ear hly 
was but a faint Repreſentation, "IT. 
whom Moſes and Jaſbua the Leaders in- 
to that fruitful Land, are honoured with 
like Characters, becauſe they brought 
the Iſraelites out of their Egyptian 
Bondage, as the Bleſſed Jeſus does his 


faithful Servants * chat worſt of Ser- 
vitude, 
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vitude, the Slavery of Sin and Death. 
By his Aſſenſion into Heaven he tri 
umphed over it, and over him alſo, 
who had the Power over it; i. e. the 
Devil. All our Enemies are now con- 
quered. They have now no more Pow- 
er than what we ourſelves ſhall give 
them over us. Our Way is open to the 

Father; if we do but follow our Blef- 
ed Guide without deviating either to the 
right Hand or to the left, our Journey 
will end in n Reft, Joy and Hap- 


pineſs. 


Indeed for the Colle& for this Day 8 

Service, we ay, that following the 
Steps of the holy Apoſtles, &. Philip and 
St. James, we may ſtedfaſtly walk in the 
Way that leadeth to eternal Life ;” and 
in ſome other Collects we uſe e 


of the like Wp But in all thoſe 
8 Caſes 
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Caſes we are ſuppoſed to mean no more 
than what St. Paul exhorts us to, when 


he ſays, Be ye followers of me, as I am of 


Chriſt. We are not to ſet up, or make 
the Apoſtles or Saints our Patterns or 
Examples upon their own Accounts, but 
only in thoſe Reſpects, in which they 
followed Chriſt. They are propoſed to 
us, as ſo many Incentives or Encourag- 
ments, to a like religious and chriſtian 
Demeanour, under all the Viciſſitudes 
and Trials we may meet with in our 
ſpiritual Warfare; that, ſeeing the ſame 
encountered, undergone and ſurmount- 
ed, by Men like ourſelves, we might be 
convinced that God's Aſſiſtance will 
likewiſe ever be at Hand, to aſſiſt and 
ſupport us in our hearty Endeavours 
to ſerve, and approve ourſelves to him 
upon all Occaſions. But no Pattern, 
no Example is there like that of our 
c a Bleſſed 
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bleſſed Saviour. As all others were 
Men, only of a mortal and weak Nature, 
ſo are their Examples, agreeable there- 
to, wanting and imperfect. We are apt 
to look upon them as very extraordina- 
ry, and ſo they were indeed, when com- 
pared with ourſelves; but, when ſet in 
View with that of the Bleſſed Jeſus, they 
are precarious and defective. Bright 
_ and ſplendid appear the Moon and Stars, 
when all be Darkneſs around them; 
but when the Sun ariſe in his Glory, 
they vaniſh and are gone; and as he 
who travels by the Dim and uncertain 
Light of thoie leſſer Luminaries, will 
- diſcover at the Sun's returning, many 
Slips and Deviations, which, had he had 


the Benefit of its Light, he would have 


avoided ; ſo he who propoſes the Lives - 

only of the Saints, for the Patterns of his 

Conduct, may be more likely, perhaps, 
„ 0 
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to fall into their Errors, than equal them 
in their Excellencies. And, therefore, 
as he who writes after the faireſt Copy, 
will moſt probably draw nearer to Per- 
fection in the Art of Writing, than he 
who imitates a leſs excellent Hand, fo 
mall we be moſt likely to equal the paſt 
Heroes of Chriſtianity, i in thoſe Things, 
for which we moſt deſervedly admire 
them; if we, as they did, propoſe to 
_ ourſelves that perfect Example, by fol · 
lowing which _ themſelves became 0 
eminent. 


Fo : 
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In the Old Teſtament, we find record- 


ed many Men, who were in their Gene- 


rations highly eſteemed in the Sight 
both of God and Man. Enoch and 
Abraham ,, Moſes and Elias; Daniel and 
the Prophets; and many others which 

we ourſelves will eafily recollect. But 
"GX none 
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none are propoſed as Patterns for a tho- 
rough Imitation; all are repreſented as 
having their Defects and F allings : God 
alone is the Example given for Men to 
follow. Be ye Holy, for the Lord your 
God is Holy; is the e delivered by 


Moſes, 

And as there is a Connection, an 
Analogy, Proportion and Reſemblance, 
between all the ſeveral Revelations exhi- 
bited to Mankind, ſo is the ſame to be 
obſerved ia this Particular. Ye believe 
in Cod; believe alſo in me, ſays our Bleſſ- 
ed Saviour. You have hitherto, or 
ſhould have teſtified your Belief in God, 
by making him your Example, fo far 


as you knew him. By appearing now | 


in your own Nature, I have manifeſted 
myſelf more to you; I have ſet before 
you a perfect Pattern of every Virtue 

* 1 | 7 and 
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and Grace. You are now to follow me; 
to tread in my Steps; to do upon every 
Occaſion, what I have recommended to 
you. 

I with I could deſcribe and ſet this Ex- 
ample before you in all its divine Luſtre 
and Excellency; but that is not is the 
Power of any Mortal, of any Language 
to do. The Sacred W ritings contain all 
that Words can expreſs, or Man con- 
ceive; therein we have an Account of 
the benign and amiable Behaviour of our 
Bleſſed Lord, upon all Occaſions; the 
conſtant Readineſs and Chearfulneſs 
with which he went about doing good ; 
the unwearied Pains he took to inſtruct 
the Ignorant, undeceive and ſet right 
the Deluded, and reclaim Sinners from 
the Error of their Ways. In thoſe hea- 
venly Volumes, we behold him combat- 


G 3 ng 
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ing the Prejudices of his Creatures con- 
tending with their Paſſions and Hu- 
mours; ſtrugling with their Perverſneſs 
and Obſtinacy: Exerting his Almigh- 
ty Power to cure their Diſeaſes, to ſup- 
ply their Wants, to convince their 
Minds: Even expoling his Reputation 
to Obloquy and Scandal, rather than 
forego an Opportunity of doing good, 
And when, inftead of meeting with the 
Returns which he might juſtly have ex- 
pected from the Exertion of ſo much 
Goodneſs, he met with nothing but 
evil for good, and hatred for his good 
Will, after patiently ſubmitting to all the 
Taunts and Revilings, the moſt barba- 
rous and cruel Uſuage from thoſe very 
| Perſons whom he endeavoured to ſerve, 
he laid down his Life for them, without 
which they could not be ſaved ; bleſl- 
ing them whilſt they curſed, and pray; 


ing 
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ing for them, whilſt they perſecuted him 
_ molt deſpitefully, and crucified him. 


Such is the Example of our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, as recorded in the ſacred 

| Writings. But, yet all this, though 
not to be paralleled by any Mortal, 
does not ſufficiently ſet forth that bound- 
leſs Love which the Bleſſed Jeſus, God 
manifeſt in Fleſb, had for Mankind. He 
was the Lamb flain from the Foundation 
of the World. Fre Man was created, 
his Redemption was reſolyed upon. But 
what Heart can conceive, what Tongue 
utter the Greatneſs of ſuch Love. It is 

, as much above our Comprehenſton, as 
our Power in Words to expreſs it. We 
muſt, therefore wait, till with St. Paui 
we be caught up to the Third Heaven, and 
there be furniſhed with thoſe unſpeak- 
; „„ able 


CE 
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able Wards, which it is not poſſible for 
Mortal Man to utter. 


And can we then think of any other 
Example for our Imitation, than this 
molt perfect one, which God himſelf 
hath ſet us? We ſhould henceforth 
ſurely determine with the ſame bleſſed 
Apoſtle; not to know any Thing, ſave Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified : Not to follow 
any other Pattern, but that which he him- 
ſelf hath recommended and enjoined us. 
Some Men we, indeed, honour and diſtin- 
guiſh with the Title of Saints, of holy 
and good Men; but if we mean by thoſe 
Words, what only they deſerve, and what 
alone we are allowed to aſcribe to them, 

we muſt only ſpeak comparatively ; for 
lo to ſtile them in a poſitive or abſolute 
Senſe, is not true, or to be permitted; 


thereisnone ond ut ane, that i is Cod. When 
compared 
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compared with us, or the Generality of 
Mankind, they may, perhaps, well de- 
ſerve that high Title; but with Reſpect 
to God they are Sinners; with him who 
chargeth even his Angels with Folly, 
they themſelves cannot be juſtified with- 
out having che Merits of our Saviour's 
Death and Sufferings imputed to them, 
He alone, of all} who have been born 
of/a Woman, was clean and pure from 
all Defilement. He was without Sin, 
neither was Guile found in his Mouth; and 
therefore St. Peter mentions him, as the 
Example, as the Being, whoſe Steps wwe 
are to follow, It becomes us to value 
and elteem the Memories of the Saints, 
as we ſhould the Memories of all Men, 
who have been in any ſingular Man- 
ner ſerviceable to Mankind, and Pro- 
moters of the Honour of God; but thoſe 


ſhew very little Reſpect to them, who 


Gs 
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now perſecute ſuch as reſemble them. 
For it is obſervable, that they who ho- 
nour them as Gods, treat thoſe as the 
worſt of Men, who act as they did; 
ſuch Men may pretend as much as they 
pleaſe, to reverence the Memories of the 
Saints, and ſay, as the Jets in our bleſſ- 
ed Saviour's Time did, If we had been in 
the Days of our Fathers, we would not have 
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been Partakers with them in the Blood of 09 | 


the Martyrs; yet, whilſt they tor- 
ture and put to Death the Succeſſors of 
_ thoſe holy Men, they are Witneſſes un- 
to themſelves, that they are the Children 
of them who killed thoſe Saints; they 
approve themſelves their genuine Off- 
ſpring, by being like them, and imi- 

| rating their Wickednefs Cruelty and 
idolatry. 


The 
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The Manner wherein our Church di- 
recteth us to honour the Saints and cele- 
brate their Memories, is the utmoſt they 

could be pleaſed with, and more than 

they would deſire, if they were ſenſible 
of what we are doing here below. They 
know of no Works of Supererogation, 
fondly aſcribed to them by their Vota- 
ries: They know of nothing they have 
done for the Sake of God and his Truth, 
but what they were in Duty obliged to, 
and are ready to ſay to their bleſſed Lord 
and Maſter, we are unprofitable Servants. 
They know of no Merit they have to 
plead for themſelves, and much leſs for 
others; and are fo far from preſuming 
to mediate or intercede for others, that 
they piouſly, and in the deepeſt Humili- 
ty of Soul, depend upon the Merits and 

Mediation of Chriſt, for their own S 

vation. How ſhocked * they be to 


8 6 ſee 


do not theſe Things by any Means; 
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ſee that Honour and Worſhip paid to 
them, which is due to the Saviour only; 

and could they be heard, would cry out 

totheir Worſhippers, as the Apoſtles Paul 
and Barnabas did to thoſe, who were going 
to ſacrifice to them, Sirs, why do ye theſe. 
Things; we alſo were Men of like Paſſions 
With you, and preach unto you in our Writ- 
ings, that ye ſhould turn from theſe Vanities 
unto. the living God, even your and our | 
Creator, Redeemer and Sanctifier: Or, 
as the Angel did to St. John, when he 
was falling down before him; © See you 


é for we are your fellow Servants, and 
„of your Brethren, the Diſciples of 
« Chriſt; worſhip God. To him only 
is the Adoration due, which you moſt 
« impioully pay to us. The Example 
« he ſet you, whilſt as a Man he converſed 


* upon Earth, is what you ſhould follow. _ 
| - 
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« That is perfect and all ſufficient; no 
« F law, no Defect is there in it. We, 
„ alas! were but Men; frail and! imper- 
« fect as our Natures; and what we did, 
« was but a faint, very faint Imitation and 
« Shadow of that glorious Pattern he ex- 
e hibited. He was pleaſed moſt gracioul- 
ly to accept our Endeavours, and ſohe 
* will yours, if you ſerve and adore him 
* alone, and worſhip him in Sincerity and 
« Truth.” Such Reproof, ſuch Advice 
would they give their deluded Worſhip- 
pers, could they but be ſenſible of their 
idolatrous Adoration of them; but as 
they are not, the worſhip of them 18 as 
fooliſh, as it is impious. 


One would think it were impoſſible, 
were it not the Practice of a Church of 
large Extent, which calls herſelf, indeed, 
with neither Senſe nor Truth, both Ca- 
tholick 
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tholick and infallible ; I ſay, one would 
think it otherwiſe impoſſible, that any 
Set of Chriſtians, at all acquainted with 

the Sacred Writings, ſhould ever give 
into ſuch an idolatrous Practice; a Crime 
againſt which one of the Ten Command- 
ments is expreſſly levelled, and of which 
God fo often declares his Deteſtation 
and Abhorrence; nay, againſt which the 
Saints themſelves, thus worſhipped, cau- 


tion us. It is Sz. Paul's Precept, Flee 


from Idolatry. And St. John cloſeth his 
moſt divine Epiſtle, in this affectionate 
Manner; Little Children, keep your ſelves 
from Idols. Having always in his Mind, 
as it were, the Angels Admonition to 
himſelf. See thou do it not, for I am thy 
fellow Servant, and of thy Brethren that 
have the Teſtimony of Jeſus; worſhip Ged. 


Short 
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Short is the Account we have of the 
two Apoſtles we this Day commemorate, 
and return God thanks for. But their 
Labours in the Goſpel, and ſealing the 
Truth they preached with their Blood, 
are ſufficient to recommend them to our 
juſt Eſteem; they deſerve our Encomi- 
ums and Applauſe. For to praiſe Per- 
ſons eminent for their Services to Man- 
kind, is but to beſtow on them the Juſt 
Reward of their Merit towards us; it is 
no more than what Reaſon, the unalter- 


able Rules of Juſtice, and the ſtrongeſt 
Ties of Gratitude oblige us to; it is an 


Encouragement to Virtue, and thereby. 
our own, and the common Intereſt of 

Mankind is promoted. While they are 

on this Side the Grave, they may, and 
_ ought to enjoy other Advantages, be- 
ſides the Credit and Eſteem of their Pie- 
ty and Virtue; but after their Deaths, 
ſucceeding 
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ſucceeding Generations, who experience 
the happy Effects of wile, generous, 
and beneficent Minds, can expreſs the 
grateful Senſations they entertain cf 
them, only by celebrating their Memo- 
ries. And the beſt Way of perform- 
as well as the trueſt Teſtimony of our 

Reſpect to them, 1 not to rob God of 
his Honour, by paying them that Wor- 
ſhip, which is due to him alone; but 
to lay before us, as they did, the perfect 
Example of our common Lord and 
Maſter, and thereby engage ourſelves 


in the Practice of thoſe excellent Graces, 


which were then the Ornament of their 
Lives, and are now the Glory of their 
Memories. For without this, to com- 
mend them, is to condemn ourſelves. 


Let 
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Let us conclude all with the follow- 
ing excellent Collect of our Church. 


«- Almighty God, who haſt given 


» 


5 


thine only Son to be unto us, both 
« Sacrifice for Sin, and allo an 
Example of godly Life; Give us 
« Grace, that we may always moſt 


n 


* 


* 


thankfully receive that ineſtima- 
« ble Benefit, and alſo daily en- 
„ deavour ourſelves to follow the 
bleſſed Steps of his moſt holy 
Life, through the ſame Jeſus Chriſt 


93 


* 


. 


„our Lord,” To whom with thee, 
O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, Three 
Perſons and One eternal: God, be aſ- 
cribed, as is moſt juſtly due, through- 
out all Churches of the Saints, all 
Love, Honour and Obedience, Do- 
minion and Power, Adoration, Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, both now, and 
through each ſucceeding Period of 
Time to all Eternity. Amen. 
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S E R M O N 6 
The Ju pGuENA of Jacos upon his 
Sons, SIMEON and Levy, 
Having Slain the Sc CHECHIMITES, 


Pa ADCTEUELELD &aT 


St. PeETER'S MAnCROEFT, and st. 
Joux's MaDDERMARKET, 


MARS the Fiſteenth, 1745-7. 
reis Ki. &, 0, 7. 
Simeon and Levi are Brethren. Inſtruments 
of Cruelty are in their Halilatiens. O my 
Soul, come not thou inte their Secret. Unto 
their Ajſembly, mine Honour be not thou 
united: For in their Anger they ſlew a 
Man, and in their Self-will they digged 
| down a Wall. Curſed be their Anger, for © 
| it was fierce; and their Wrath, for it was 
cruel : I will divide them in Jacob and 
ſcalter them in Iſrael. 
E have here in theſe Words the 
Judgment of Jacob, upon the Ac- 
tian recorded in che firſt Leſſon, for this 
Afternoon 5 
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Afternoon's Service. It is a Chapter 
which will aftord us all good Inftruftion, 
if carefully examined, and ſeriouſly epn- 
fidered by us; and was therefore made 
choice of, as ſuch, by the judicious 
Compilers of our 8 for a Proper 
Leſſon. 


ly Example 4 Dinab mould afford thoſe 
of her own Sex a proper Hint, how cau- 
tious and prudent they ought to be in 
all their Conduct and Behaviour, Cicero 
ſays, Virtue and Decency are ſo near- 
« ly related, that it is difficult to ſepa- 
rate them from each other, but in the 
© Imagination.” But, I know not how 
it happens, all Strictneſs of Behaviour 
is ſo much the Redicule of our Age, that 
the other, much worſe, Extreme 1s be- 


come the common Folly. 
This 
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This is a nice Topick, even to touch 
& upon from this Place, and much more to 
make a long Diſcourſe concerning it. 
1 ſhall therefore, at preſent, only oblerve, 
that, if that Sex would conſider. how | 
much it is the Nature of Man to eſteem 
thoſe Things moſt, which are at the 
greatelt Diſtance, they would not make 
their Company ſo cheap and eaſy. So 
long as they govern themſelves by the 
exact Rules of Prudence and Modeſty, 
their Luſtre is like the Meridian Sun in 
its Clearneſs; which, though it be then 
more difficult to be approached, is ne- 
| vertheleſs accounted the more glorious : 
But when they decline from thoſe, they 
are like that Sun in a Cloud, which, 
though gazed on then with the great-r 
Safety, is yet not half ſo bright. But 
beſides theſe collateral Advantages, it 
is certain that Modeſty gives an imme- 


d are 
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diate and direct Improvement to Beau- | 
ty. For, though Men for their own vi- 
cious Ends with them ſevered, yet 
they always think they are the moſt ami- 
able when united and we ſhall hear them 
often commending the Aſpect of that 


Modelty, which they would fain cir- 
cumvent. 


But the next Thing which offers itſelf 
to our Conſideration, is the Conſequen- 
ces of the Violence committed upon 
Jacob's Daughter. What a Scene of 
Miſery did Schechent bring upon himſelf, 
his Family, and all his Citizens? How 
dreadful in its Effects was the baſe Act 
he was guilty of! And to this Day we 
find no Diſhonour is more deeply reſent- 
ed by Perſons of virtuous and generous 
Minds, than Acts of the like Nature.. 
Enough, one would think, to deter all 

Perſons 
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Perions from them. For though ,perhaps 
the Rage of Parties injured may drive 
them beyond all due Bounds, as in the 
preſent Cale it did Simeon and Levi, yet 
we muſt own, that, towever dreadful the 
Effects were, they proceeded from a 
laudable Cauſe; and the Perſon guilty 
of the Injury, may well look upon him- 
ſelf, as guilty of them too, and that they 
will all be placed to his Account. Theſe 
Sons of Jacoò had a juſt Senſe of the 
Baſeneſs of what Schechem had done, and 
of the Diſhonour they themſelves ſuffer- 
ed by it; and, all that they were faulty 
in, was the Excels they ſuffered their Paſ- 
fon to drive them to. Jacob too was as 
ſenſible of the ſame as they; but then he 
was willing to act as became a prudent _ 
and wiſe Man, and a Servant of the moſt 
high God. He thought it beſt to hear- 
ren to Hamor's Propoſals, when he came 
2 7 out 
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out to communicate with him; and eſ- 


pecially when the Fault was acknow- 
ledged, and' all the Reparation offered 
that could be deſired, or indeed the Caſe 
admit of; and it was inexcuſable in them, 
that they would not acquieſe in what 
their Father approved of, and themſelves 


had agreed to. But impious beyond 


Meaſure, was it, to make Uſe of a 
religious Rite, the better to conceal their 
Purpoſe, and execute their inhuman De- 
ſign. Jacob beheld this with Horror, and 


in the laſt Moments of his Lite, expreſſ- 


ed his Abhorrence of it, in theſe Words 


of my Text. O my Soul, come not thou into 
their Secret; unto their Aſſembly mine Ho- 


nour be thou not united. As if he ſaid, God 


forbid that I ſhould ever filently have a 


been privy to ſuch baſe, impious Trea- 


chery, and much more the- Author, or 


App rover of it. 


Indeed, 


e 
n 
13 
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Hodecd, to execute Rigour upon an 
Offender, who patiently ſubmits himſelf, 


and offers Reparation, is rather merci- 


leſs than juſt: Or, if the Puniſhment 
had been both juſt and proportionable 
from another, yet from them, who 
by vowing Peace and Affinity had re- 
mitted the Offence, it was ſhamefully un- 
Juſt. For to diſappoint the Truſt of 
another, and to negle& our own Pro- 
miſe and Fidelity, for private Purpoſes, 
adds Treachery to our Cruelty. But 


what Impiety was it, inſtead of honour- 


ing the holy Sign of Circumciſion, to 
take advantage by it, to wreak their 
Cruelty and Malice! . 


Pot What ſnall we ſay to the Words 
which we find in the Book of Judith, 
Chap. ix. 2, 3, 4. Where ſhe thus ex- 


* herſelf in Prayer wa. 0 
Lord 
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„Lord God of my Father Simeon, to 
„whom thou gaveſt a Sword, to take 
Vengeance of the Strangers, who looſ- 
« ened the Girdle of a Maid to defile 
her, and polluted her Virginity to her 
« Reproach (for thou ſaidſt it ſhould 
not be fo, and yet they did fo) where- 
fore thou gaveſt their Rulers to be 
«© ſlain, ſo that they dyed their Bed in 
« Blood, being deceived, and ſmoteſt 
the Servants with their Lords upon 
their Thrones ;z and haſt given their 
a Wives and their Daughters to be Cap- 
tives; and all their Spoils to be di- 
« vided amongſt thy dear Children, 
e which were moved with thy Zeal, and 
* abhorred the Pollution of their Blood, 
and called upon thee for Aid.” Was 
this Book of divine Inſpiration, it would 
concern us not a little, to reconcile what 
we have now read, with that which the 
Vol, I. 1 Moſaical 
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| Moſaical Account has given us; but as 
it was never received into their Canon 
of holy Scripture by the Jews them- 
ſelves, and is placed by us amongſt 
thoſe Books, which we pronounce Apo- 
cryphal, or not of divine Authority, it is 
of no great Importance, whether it be 
confiſtent or not, with the Relation 
given us by the inſpired Pentnan. 


The learned Grotius is of Opinion, that 
this Book of Judith is ænigmatical or 
allegorical, and was written when An— 
trochus the Hluſtrious came into Fudea, 
before the Temple was prophaned by 
the Idols, which were afterwards ſet up 
in it; it was compoſed, he thinks, with 
a Deſign of confirming the Jews in the 
Hope that God would deliver them. He 
imagines, that Judea is meant by Judith ; 
that Betbulia ſignifies the Houſe of God, 

5 k or 
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or the Temple; the Sword that went 
out thence, are the Prayers of the Saints; 
that Nebuchodonoſor ſignifies, frequently 
among the Jews, the Devil; Aria is 
Pride; the Inſtrument of the Devil is 
Antiochus; who, under a feigned Name, 
is here called Holophernes, or the Miniſter 
of the Devi), who would have made 
himſelf Maſter of Fudea, that beautiful 
Widow, ſo called, becauſe deſtitute of 
all Relief; and that, Eliachim ſignifies 
W riſe up in its 8 


But, however, if any Regard 4 to be 
paid to this real-or imaginary Hiſtory, 
yet, no more can be due to it, than is 
: conſiſtent with that which. we know to 
be of God. Now, indeed, when we con- 
ſider Schechew's Crime, it was an Act 
very inhoſpitable, and no doubt highly 
offenſive in the Sight of God; and 
H 2 though 
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though the Behaviour of Simeon and 
Levi, on that Occaſion, cannot but be 
pronounced impious and cruel, becauſe 


there was an Appearance, at leaſt, of Re- 


pentance and Sincerity, on the Part of 
| Schechem and his Father Hamor, and 
they had made a Covenant with them; 
yet, to God who ſaw the inward Mo- 


tions of their Hearts, and that they 
complied with the ſolemn Rite of Cir- 


cumciſion, not from any religious Con- 


viction, but to ſerve a ſecular Purpoſe; 


they might be, and doubtleſs were, very 
| diſpleaſing in the Sight of God, to whom 
all Falſhood, and cſpecially the mak - 
ing his Religion ſerve to ſuch a Purpoſe, 


muſt be very hateful and abominable, 


and therefore, he might very juſtly 
give them up to the worſt Effects of the 
Rage and Malice of their Enemies. 


And 


6 
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And this ſeems to have been the G 
here, by what paſſed between Hamor,. 


and Schechem his Son, when they com- 


muned with the-Men of their City, in 


Order to purſuade them, to comply with | 
the Conditions required by the Sons of 


Jacob. Theſe Men; ſay they, are peace- 


able with us; therefore let them devell in 


the Land, and Trade therein; for the 
Land, behold, it is large enough for them; 
liel us take their Daughters ta us for Wi ves, 
and let us give them our Daugbters. Only, 
berein will the Men conſent. unto us, for to 
dell with us, to be one People; if every 
Male among us be circumciſed, as they are 
circumciſed , ſhall not their Cattle, and. 
their Subſtance, and every Beaſt ef theirs be 
ours? © Theſe laſt Words ſhew. the real 
Motives they went upon, Religion was 
in their Mouths, but Covetouſneſs pre- 
vailed in the Heart. They came over 


H 
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to the true Religion, not from any Per- 
ſuaſion, that there was no other God but 

the Lord; but for the Sake of preſent 

Gain and Advantage; and therefore, 
when Judith praiſeth God for this Action 
of her Anceſtor Simeon, it muſt be for 
the making him the Inſtrument of puniſh- 
ing theſe Hypocrites, vhs thus made his 
Religion a Cloak to their covetous Pur- 
poſes; and taking her Words in this 
Senſe, they are very conſiſtent with the 
Moſaical Account we have of this 
Tranſaction. Indeed, Judith ſays, * theſe 


4 two Brethren were moved with a Zeal 


for God, and abhorred the Pollution 
* of their Blood, and called upon God 


for Aid.” But this we are to regard | 


no further, than is agreeable to the Hiſ- 
tory by Moſes. They were, it is true, 
ſufficiently enraged at the Diſhonour 


brought upon their F A and there- 
| fore 


SERM ON vI. 163 


fore may well be ſaid, to have abhorred 
che Pollution of their Blood; but little 
true Zeal for God appeared. in them, 
when they made Uſe of one of the moſt 
ſacred Rites of their Religion, to ſerve 
a moſt cruel and bloody Purpoſe; and 
we ſhall but enhance the Impiety of their 
Action, to ſuppoſe they could have the 
Preſumption to call upon God for Aid, 
to the executing ſo fierce, cruel, and 
treacherous a Deſign: For ſuch, we find, 
in my Text, Jacob thought it in his laſt 
Moments, when he was under the In- 
fluence of God's divine Spirit z curſed be 
' their Anger, for it was fierce, and their 
Wrath, for it was cruel. And he pro- 
nounces this Judgment upon them for 
it; Iwill divide them in Jacob, and ſeater 
them in Mae. 
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In this Prophecy of the dying Patri- 
arch is implied a double Diſperſion, viz. 
of the two Tribes from each other, and 
of their Interſperſion among the Reſt, 
And accordingly it was afterwards lite- 
rally fulfilled ; for in the Land of Ca- 
naan, Levi had no Inheritance among 
his Brethren, but had a certain Number 
of Cities aſſigned to him in every Tribe. 
As for that of Simeon, it had properly 
but a Portion of Fudab's Inheritance, if 
we except ſome few Places which they 
acquired upon Mount Seir, and in the 
Wilds of the Valley of Gedor; and it is 
obſeryable, that when Moſes afterwards, 
juſt before his Death, took his ſolemn 
Farewell of the ſeveral Tribes, he paſſes 
by that of Simeon, without any Bleſſing 
or Notice taken of him; though each of 
the Reſt i is diſmiſſed with a particular 
3 . and that Levi met with an 
| eſpecial 
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eſpecial Bleſſing, at that Time, was ow- 
ing to his having wiped off his former 
Offence, by his Zeal for the Lord at 
Maſſab; when the People, in the ab- 
ſence of Moſes, made and worſhipped the 
Golden Calf. For when Moſes return- 
| ed, and ſtood in the Gate of the Camp, 
and ſaid, who is on the Lord's Side, let them 
come up unto me; all the Sons of Levi ga- 

| thered themſelves unto him, and did ac- 
cording to the Word of Moſes. And, there- 

fore, of Levi he ſaid, let thy Thummim 
and thy Urim be wwiih thy boly One, whom 

thou didſt prove at Maſſah, and with whom 
 thoudidft firive at the Waters of Meribah; 
who ſaid unto his Father, and to his Mo- 
ther, I have not ſeen him, neither did he 
ackncwledge bis Brethren, nor knew hie 
own Children, This relates to the im- 
partial Execution of Judgment, by the 
 Levites, upon the Worſhippers of the 
_ HH ;-- 
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_ Golden Calf, without Reſpe& to Per- 
ſons, or their neareſt Relations. a 
they, O God, have obſerved thy 115 ord, 
and kept thy Covenant, They ſhall teach 
Jacob tby Judgments, and Iſrael thy Law. 
They ſhall put Incenſe before thee, and whol: - 
burnt ſacrifice upon thine Altar. Becauſe 
they were ſo upright, as out of Regard to 
God and his Honour, to take no Pity 
or Notice of their deareſt Relations in 
Judgment; they were therefore intruſt- 
ed with that important and honourable 
Office of teaching the Statutes of God, 
or deciding all Controverſies which 
aroſe about any Thing in the Law; but 
| Moſes goes on, and ſays : Bleſs, Lord, his 
Subſtance, and accept the Work of his Hands; 
ſite through the Loins of them that riſe 
againſt him, and of them that hate bim, 
that they riſe not again. For none were 


Enemies to the Prieſts and Levites, but 
ſuch 
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| ſuch as were likewiſe Enemies to Reli- 

gion, and therein to all civil Govern- | 
ment; for the one cannot be ſupported 
without the other. 


This, it were well if ſome Perſons in 


our preſent Age would conſider, who treat 


it as if it had quite a different Tendency. 
The Chriſtian Religion is that, which we 
inthis Country have received and profeſs. 
Now, the Whole of that Rule of Life it 
preſcribes, is ſo plainly ſuited to our 
Compoſition, both in our Souls and their 
Faculties, and in our Bodies, with Re- 
lation to good Health, to Induſtry, and 
long Life; and to all the Intereſts of hu- 

man Society, to the Order and Peace of 
the World, and to that Truth and Love, 
which are the Cements and Securities of 
the Body Politic, that, without any la- 
boured Proof of its divine Original, theſe 
: Hs are 
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are ſuch Characters, that they may ſerve 
to prove that it was ſent into the World 
by a Lover of Mankind, who knew our 
Nature, and what was proper both to 

perfect it, and to render it not only ſafe 
but happy. 


There have been ſome, indeed, who 
call themſelves by the Name of Chriſ- 
tians, who have perverted that which 

was intended to fix in us a ſincere Love 
and Charity towards one another, and for 
our mutual Preſervation and Happineſs, 

to quite different Ends and Purpoſes, un- 
der a Pretence of Zeal; ſo that the Minds of 

Men have been ſtirred up to an Anger, 


which was fierce, and a Degree of Wrath 
moſt cruel and deadly in its Effects; 
_ Inſtruments of Cruelty, are indeed, in their 
Hatitations ; but let not theſe be charged 
upon our Religion. We, of this Church, 
profeſs - 


— 
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profeſs our Deteſtation and Abhorrence 
of all ſuch Methods of gaining Proſe- 


lytes, or of uſing thoſe who differ from 
us. O, my Soul, come thou not into their 


Secret; unto their Aſſembly mine Honour be 


not thou united; for we muſt not ſay, they 
flew a Man only, and in their Self-will have 
digged down a Wall, but they have made 
whole Armies of Martyrs, and have 
thrown down all the Fences of Right and 
Wrong, of Truſt and Fidelity amongſt 
Mankind. No, let it ever be the Honour 
of this Church and Nation, to apply it- 
ſelf to the Reaſon and Underſtanding 

of Mankind, that all may be Profeſ- 
ſors of our Religion, upon Grounds be- 
coming reaſonable Creatures, and ſuch 
as will bear the Teſt of the ſevereſt 
Trials; ſuch as may convince the Minds, 
or ſtop the Mouths of all Gainſayers, 


and 


190 8 ERM ON . 
and bring over the Ungodly to the 
Ways of Truth and Virtue. By theſe 
Means, we ſhall all become Chriſtians, 
not only in the Name and Form, but 
in Deed and in Truth; not like the 
Schechemites, who embraced a Religion 
for temporal Profit and Advantage 
only, but as Perſons who ſincerely be- 
lieve, that the Lord is our God, and the 
Bleſſed Jeſus our only Redeemer and 
Saviour. 


We hive ſeen the fatal Conſequences 
of that Hypocriſy which the Schechemites 
were guilty of, how by the ſecret Direc- 
tion of Providence, that very Thing 
proved the Cauſe of their Deſtruction, 
from which they promiſed to themſelves 
"Riches in Abundance, God will not 
permit his religious Ordinances to be 
Aae to ſuch Purpoſes, without exert- 

ing 
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ing himſelf in the Puniſhment of ſuch 
impious Prophanation, and, though un- 
ſeen, often makes wicked Men the In- 
ſtruments in his Hand of ſuch Ven- 
geance. This, thoſe amongſt us would 
do well to conſider, who partake of the 
Lord's Supper in our Church, purely 
to qualify themſelves for ſome ſecular 
Office; for, if they approve of that 
Service, it will become them to think 
ſeriouſly with themſelves, whether they 
ought not conſtantly to communicate 
with us therein; and if they do not, 
whether they be not guilty of a great 
Sin in thus occaſionally joining in it? 
Of a Sin but too like that of the Scbe- 
chemites, in comply ing with the Rite of 
Circumciſion, for the Opportunity they 
expected thereby of increaſing their Sub- 
ſtance; and whether they may not very 
juſtly fear that God ſhould puniſh them by 
55 the 
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the Church of Rome, as he did that 
People by the Sons of Jacob, by mak- 
ing that very ſacred Ordinance, which 
they thus abuſe, the Occaſion of their 
final Deſtruct ion; the acknowledging 
or not acknowledging the corporal Pre- 
lence 1n that Sacrament being generally 
the Teſt, by which Papiſts and Protel- 
tants were diſtinguiſhed in Queen Ma- 
ry's Time, and for denying of which the 
Latter were condemned to the Flames. 
But miſtake me not, I would not be 
thought hereby to intend the railing any 
Animolity amongſt us againſt our Pro- 
teſtant Brethren, who differ from us in 
ſome Particulars. For, God knows, 
there never was more Reaſon for us to 
Join cogether againſt the common Ene- 
my, than there is at preſent, when fo 
much Pains are taken to procure Proſe- 


Iytes to Rome; and too o many of our own 
Members 


'SERMO N VI. 173 
Members ſeem not to have that proper 
Senſe and juſt Abhorrence of the Tenets 


and Practices of that Church, which they 


ought to have; and almoſt all are inſen- 
ſible of the Danger we are ever in from 
that Quarter. But what I could hear- 
tily wiſh, and earneſtly pray to God 
for, is, that none of us would partake 


of the Ordinances of our Church, for 
ſecular Purpoſes only; but that all, con- 


ſidering the Dignity and Sacredneſs of 
thoſe heavenly Myſteries, would re- 
ceive them with a truly, religious, and 


pious Mind; remembering that they 


are in the Sight of their Creator, Who 
ſeeth not as Men ſeeth. For though 
Man looketh on the outward Appear- 
ance, and is eaſily deceived by Form 
and Shew, yet the Lord looketh on the 
Heart; and, therefore, unleſs that be 
true and ſincere with him, their Prayer 
will 


1 
Ss 
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will be turned into Sin, and bring up- 
on chem a Curſe inſtead of a Meſſing, 


Conbier, I beſeech you, hc 5 
been ſaid, with that Candor and truly 
Chriſtian Spirit, with which I have en- 
deavoured to compoſe this Diſcourſe, 
and do now, I hope, deliver it to 
you. And I pray unto God, that by 
| the Influence of his Grace and Holy 
Spirit, we may all ſee and follow the 


Things which belong to our preſent | 


Peace and Proſperity in this World, 
and will moſt affuredly ſecure to us 
perfect and endleſs Happineſs in that 
which is to come, even for the Sake 
of Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt bleſſed Re- 
deemer and Saviour, to whom, with 
thee, O Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
the eternal Trinity in the ever bleſſ- 
ed and the undivided Unity, be al- 
cribed, 
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cribed, as is moſt juſtly due of us, 


and all Mankind, all Love, Honour 


and Obedience, Dominion and Power, 


Adoration, Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, 
both now, and through each ſucceed- 


ing Period of Time, to all Eternity, 


Amen, Tg 
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The Difficulties to be met with in the 
Hor v SCRIPTURES, 


No ſufficient Argument againſt them. 


Preached at the Brsnoy's VisiTAT1ON, 


Art the CaTh EDRAL, at NORWICH, 
On ThunspAv, Jury 4 Tenth, 1 
2. St. PETER, iii. 16. Latter Part: 
5 In which are ſome Things hard to be 
underſtood, which then that are unlearned, 


and unſtable wreſt, as they do alſo the other 
Scriptures, unto their own Deſtruftion. 


B* conſulting the Writers of the firſt 
Apes of Chriſtianity, we ſhall find, 


that even in thoſe early Ts there 
were 
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were a great many amongſt thoſe, who 
called themſelves Chriſtians, of ſuch 
Pride and ſclf-conceit, as not to be ſatiſ- 
fied with any, but the fond Suggeſtions 
of the vain and fooliſh Imaginations of 
their own Minds. They endeavoured by 
broaching new Opinions, to make them» 
ſelves Heads of Sects; they ſpoke per- 

verſe Things, and laboured to bring the 
pure Writings of Truth, to ſpeak in Fa- 
vour of their new and impious Doctrines, 
and that not only by forced and abſurd 
_ Interpretations, but where they could, 
laying ſacrilegious Hands on the Goſ- 
peis and Epiſtles, by Additions in ſome 
Places, and Defalcations in others, jum- 
bling and confounding Periods, profane- 
ly ſtriving to alter and debaſe the divine 
Text. Of this we are informed by“ Tre- 
1 FO 5 nus, 
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neus, 8 + and Tertullian : of 
But of all the Teſtimonies we - have of 
the Impudence and Rage of theſe he- 


retical Miſinterpreters, and Depravers of 


| thoſe heavenly Volumes, that of &. Pe- 


ter, in my Text, is the molt ſatisfactory 
and remarkable. Wherein, after he had 


exhorted the Perſons to whom he wrote, 


to account that the long ſuffering of 
the Lord is Salvation, even as his be- 
loved * St. Faul alſo according 


„litten unto e as ds in all his 


Epiſtles, ſpeaking in them of theſe 


Things, he ſays, in which are ſome 
Things hard to be underſtood, which they 
that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, 
as they do the other Scriptures to 


their own Deſtruction; and this at a 


Time, 


+ Con. March. Tom. 111, Lib. 1. 1 Lib. i; 


* 29. 


then alive, and who, doubtleſs, were the 
| beſt Interpreters of them, but whom, 
theſe ſelf. conceited Wretches were too 
proud to have Recourle to, or be deter- 
mined by. ; 0 


Whether or no, in my Text, the 
Words, in which have relation to the 
Things ſpoken of in St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
or to the Epiſtles -themſelves (which 


laſt I think to be the moſt probable). 


ſince in ſome of the beſt Manuſcripts, 
the Original is en ais, in which Epiſtles, 
and not en ois, in which Things, as we have 
it in our common Editions. But which 
ſoever we admit, yet it has been always 
confeſſed by learned Men, that there are 
not only in Sr. Paul's Epiſtles, but alſo 
in the other Sacred Writings, ſome 
Things hard to be underſtood ; neither 

| does 
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Time, when the Authors of them were 
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does it concern any Chriſtian to de-. 


ny it; notwithſtanding the Objections 
that have been therefore made to their 
divine Authority. It is ſufficient that all 

Things neceſſary to our Belief and 
Practice, are plainly and clearly revealed 
in them; ſome Things there are ſpoken 
of in them, of ſo myſterious and ſublime 
a Nature, that 1 it is no Wonder our finite 
and narrow Abilities cannot compre- 
hend them,, which, yet may be fo evi- 
dently revealed, that we cannot reaſon- 
ably refuſe our Aſſent to them; and there 
are others, no doubt, which though well 


enough underſtood by the firſt Chrif- 
tians, yet to us who know not the parti- 


cular Cuſtoms, or Circumſtances alluded 
to, may very well appear very dark and 
unintelligible; but, which therefore it 
is not neceſſary now for us to under- 
ſtand ; and thoſe * in St. Paul's 

* 
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Epiſtles, concerning Juſtification, Re- 
tion and Reprobation, and other Par- 


ticulars, which have been the Subjects 
of ſo many Diſputes and Controverſies 
in the World; and which, by the unlearn- 


ed and unſtable, have been wreſted and in- 
terpreted to Senſes quite different from 


the Apoſtle's Meaning, unworthy of 


God, and very prejudicial to the Peace 
and Happineſs of Mankind, appear to 
thoſe that are unprejudiced, and are 
truly learned in the original Language, 
and take St. Paul for his own Interpre- 
ter, to be very conſiſtent with the Doc- 
trines taught by his beloved Maſter. 


„ 


But if we conſider further the Na- 


ture of St. PauPs Writings, we ſhall 
think it rather wonderful that there are 
io few, than that there are ſo many 


Things, that we are now at a Loſs to 
SL 1 Vnder- 
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162 SERMON VI. 
underſtand. They were Epiſtles or Let- 


ters, calculated for the particular In- 


ſtruction and Information of the Per- 
ſons to whom he wrote them. Now, in 
ſuch Sort of Writings, the Perſons to 
whom they are directed, being particu- 
lacly concerned in the ſubject Matter 
of them, caſily underſtood the Mean- 
ing of the leaſt Hints, which, to a 


Stranger utterly: unacquainted with the 


Circumſtances, will appear altogether 


dark and unintelligible. Beſides, ſome = 
of the Apoſtle's Epiſtles were written 


in Anſwer to Letters or Meſſages which 
had been ſent him; the Contents of 
which, as we are unacquainted with, it 
is no Wonder that we do not always ce 
the exact Meaning of every Sentence in 
theAnſwer ; ſince the Knowledge of thoſe 


may ſometimes be abſolutely neceſſary - 
to the full underſtanding the Reply. Sz. 
Paul 
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Paul was moreover a Man of a warm 
Temper, of a quick Thought and Ima- 


gination; and his Manner of Writing 5 


is agreeable thereto; I ſpeak the Senti- 
ments of a moſt impartial and judici- 
ous Writer. He had a thorough Know- 


ledge in the Writings of the Old Teſta- 


ment; was exceeding well verſed in all 

Learning, human and divine; and his 
Mind was full of the Doctrine of Chri- 
| ſtianity. So that having ſuch à vaſt 


Store of Knowledge, whenever he wrote 


upon thoſe Subjects, Matter flowed in- 
to him in ſuch Abundance, that he of- 
ten leaves his Subject, ſpeaks ſometimes 


another; has large Parentheſis, and an - 


ſwers Objections, without mentioning 
them for ſuch, and reſumes his Dif- 
courſe, without giving any Item or No- 
tice of it; which yet, to the Perſons he 
12 wrote 


"FEY 
Wore 
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wrote to, and who read them for Ju- 
formation in their particular Caſes, 
were all of them very clear, and ea- 
fily diſtingviſhed by them, eſpecially as 
they were acquainted with him and his 
Manner of Writing; but which requires 
no a very attentive and judicious Rea- 
deer to go along with him, fee where he 
breaks off in an Argument, and where 
he reſumes, it, and take in the whole 
Scope and Deſign of his Epiſtle, which 
is often abſolutely neceſſary to the un- 
detſtandiag ſome. Paſſages of it; and 
therefore, as there are but few ſuch, no 
wonder they are ſo frequently miſunder- 
ſtood and miſinterpreteds to which Evil 
has not a little contributed the preſent 
Diviſion of them into Chapters and 
Verſes, whereby they are ſo broken and 
divided, that Men are greatly, hindered 
* m ſeeing the Thread and Co- 


herence | 


\ #3 
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h>rence_ of his Diſcourſe; which I 


doubt not would be the Effect in the 
reading any other Letter or Compoſi- 


tion, were it ſo injudiciouſly, as his of- 
ten are, divided and ſubdivided into 
ſuch Parcels or Fragments. 
know the Difficulty of underſtand- 
ing ſome of the Reſt of the inſpired 
Writers, has been aſcribed to their be- 
ing Men of no Education and Learn- 
facred Writings, they were under the 
Inſpiration and Guidance of the Holy 


Ghoſt; they were left nevertheleſs; to 


the free Uſe of their natural Faculties 


and Powers, and to expreſs themſelves, 


every one after their particular Faſnion 
and Manner. That though the Holy 
Ghoſt preſided over the Minds and 
Pens of the Apoſtles, ſo far as to pre- 
1 ſerve 
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ſerve them from Error, yet, as to the 
Manner of expreſſing what they wrote, 
they were left to themſelves ; and 
therefore, though their Writings contain 
nothing but what is true, yet they muſt 
needs be expreſſed after the unequal im- 
perfect Manner of ſuch unlearned Men, 
not always with the ſame Degree of 
Clearneſs and Perſpicuity. But this, 
I think, will not be reckoned a. true 
Account by good Jud ges of the origi- 
nal Language in which they wrote the 
Holy Scriptures. For how can we ima- 
gine that unlearned Fiſhermen and 
Tradeſmen ſhould write with that Pu- 
rity of Stile, that Elegancy and Em- 
phaſis of Expreſſion, as to equal, and 
often excel, the beſt Writers in the 
ſame Language, as has been evidently 
proved they do by very learned Men, 


if __ were not enabled thereto by the 
ID Help 
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Help and Aſſiſtance of God's divine 
Spirit, as well as in the ſubjet A at- 
ter of their Writings? And that they 
were ſo, there is the greateſt eaſon to 
think, from that miraculous Gift of 
Tongues they were on the Day of Pen- 
tecoft, endued with from on High. But 
the Reaſons before given ſufficiently 
ſhew, why our underſtanding the Holy 
Scriptures at this Diſtance of Time 
from their firſt Publication, ſhould na- 
turally be attended with ſome Difficul- 
ties. 


But could not the Holy Ghoſt have 
prevented this Evil, by compoſing and 
tranſmitting theſe ſacred Writings down 
to us in ſuch a Manner, as to have 
made them equally intelligible in- all 
Ages to Mankind ? It were no other 
than blaſphemous Impiety to Tay he 
wo | could 
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could not. But, beſides ſome Reaſons 


we may be ignorant of, there are ſeve- 
ral wiſe and good Ones which may be 


aſſigned why he did not. As, firſt, to 


quell the Pride of Men, and allay the 
high Conceit they are too apt to enter- 
tain of their own Abilities and Judg- 
ment. That ſeeing a few Fiſhermen 
. conveying the moſt ſublime and hea- 
venly Truths, not to be fully compre- 
. hended by the wiſeſt of Men, in a 
Language and Stile equal, and often 
ſuperior to the fineſt and moſt elegant 
Writers that ever were, they might 
learn to be humble, and confeſs that 
Wiſdom is the Gift of God alone, and 
piouſly give their Aﬀent to the Doc- 
trines delivered by them in that mira- 
culous Manner, as they far excel in 
every Reſpect the Wiſdom of the Wile 
of this World. Another Reaſon why 
| = N 0 
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the Holy Ghoſt delivered the divine 
Will in obſcure Terms hard to be under- 
feed, might be to raiſe a Reverence in 
Mens Minds of the all-wiſe Author of 
it. That by thus drawing, as it were, 
2 Vail before him, Men might- be 
truck with Admiration, when they 
ſhould fee him as he is. We are too apt 
to deſpiſe or diſregard in a ſhort Time, 
what is at once exhibited to our View; 
but that which coſts us a great Deal of 
Pains and Thought to come at the 
Knowledge of, is uſually prized and va- 
lued the more by us. And we Who 
are generally ſo long before we become 
Maſters of any human Science, might 
have been apt to have ſuſpected the di- 
vine Original of the Goſpel Revelation, 
it every! Part of it had been immedi- 
ately plain and obvious to our Under- 
ſtandings. But God has, in all his Diſ- 
oy =—_2_ 
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penſations, adopted himſelf to the Na- 
ture of our Souls. He begins with 
giving us plain and eaſy Rules for our 
Conduct; opens himſelf to us by De- 
grees, and makes us at laſt receive the 
moſt ſublime and myſterious Doctrines, : 
with a Faith and Reverence due to the 
infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs that re- 
veals them; | thereby preſerving the 
Majeſty of Religion, keeping up in 
his Creatures a juſt Senſe of their own 
Weakneſs and Ignorance, and his Wil- 
dom, that we might not pretend to be 
wiſe above what is written, but ſubmit. 
our Underſtandings to the Obedience of 
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The Holy Scriptures are admirably 
fitted to the Tempers and Capacities of 
all Mankind, There are none but may 
receive infinite Benefit and Satisfaction 
> from 


— 


by they ſhall aſſuredly attain eternal 
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bo cher, They ive Wiſdom/ unto 
the Ignorant, diſpelling all the Errors, 
and ſhewing them the Ways, where- 


Life. And Men of the fineſt Parts and 
Abilities, of the moſt extenſive human 
Learning and Knowledge, may always, 
in the Study of them, find freſh Infor- 
mation and Delight. The Wiſeſt may 
thence continually receive an Increaſe 
of Wiſdom, and no well-diſpoſed Per- 
ſon go away from the Peruſal of them 
without great Cornfort and Advantage. 
But as the beſt Things may be deprived 
of their natural Efficacy by an ill Uſe 
of them, ſo it has too often fared-with 
thoſe: heavenly Volumes. The moſt ex- 
cellent Medicine, by a bad Practice, may 
be turned into the molt deadly Poiſon. 
Some Men of perverſe Minds have 

taken thoſe ſacred Writings: into-their 
5 16 e 
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facrilegious Hands, not with any In- 
tent to enrich their Minds with the di- 
vine Truths in them contained, but to 
vreſt them to Senſes quite foreign to 
their Purpoſe, that they may thereby 
ſeem to favour their impious preconceiv- 
ed Notions. Inſtead of conſulting them 
to inform themſelves aright, their only 
Endeavour is to interpret them in ſuch 
a Manner, as to make them patroniſe 
their Errors. This was what St. Peter 
{complained of in his Time, and what 
we too in theſe laſt Ages have equal 
Reaſon to lament. Arguments have been 
drawn from the Scriptures themſelves, 
to make Men ſtagger in the Belief of 
its Doctrines. And the Divinity of the 
| heavenly Author of them hath been im- 
piouſly called in Queſtion and diſputed 
'againſt, by perverſely wreſting and tor- 
| turing thoſe very Texts whereby he in- 
8 tended 
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dended to reveal that Doctrine to us; 
and where it has not been poſſible to 
give them another Senſe, they have ſa- 
crilegiouſiy diſcarded them, as Interpo- 
| lations and Additions made in after 
Ages, though they might with as good 
Reaſon, as ſome. others indeed have 


done, have denied the Din of the 
Whole. 


St. Peter tells us in my Text, the 
Event of ſuch an impious and profane 
Practice: They wreſt the Seriptures to 
their own Damnation. For however they 
may deceive their Fellow-Creatures, and 
by their plauſible Arguments and other 
Pretences, ſeem wiſer and better than 
other Men (though i in this laſt Reſpect, 
the profligate and abandoned Lives of 
the greateſt Part of them cannot well 
deceive any One) yet our Lord will not 
be 
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be mocked ;, he knows their wicked In- 
tentions, and they wwho thus deny him be- 
fore Men, ſball, at the laſt great Day of 
Account, be denied by Him, before bis Ja- 
ther, who is in Heaven. And they who 
endeavoured to unhinge their own and 
other Mens Minds, with regard to the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity, ſhall find 
that of a future State moſt dreadt{ully 
verified in their own eternal Ruin. 
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It is the Conduct of ſuch Men whicly 
has furniſhed the Church of Rome with 
that plauſible Argument for ſhutting up 

the Holy Scriptures. from the People, 
ſince, as they ſay, the moſt impious 
Opinions, all the Hereſies and Schiſms 
that have ſubſiſted amòngſt Proteſtants, 
have been owing to their having in ge- 
neral the Peruſal of them. This Argu- 
ment of theirs, plauſible as it may ſeem 


mY 
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to ſome weak Minds, has indeed no 


Truth, or any folid Foundation in it. 


But yet I would not that we of the 
Church of Eugland ſhould either by our 
Writings, or profane Diſcourſes on Sub- 
jects of a religious and ſpiritual. Na- 
ture, give them the leaſt Handle for 
ſuch an Objection. All Men are not 
able to diſcern the Weakneſs or Fal- 
ſity of a ſpecious Argument, but it re- 
quires no great Sagaci ty to judge when 
People write or talk in a prophane 
Manner of divine Things. And if they 
ſee ſuch a Practice common amongſt us, 
do we not give the Enemy a deſirable 


Opportunity of perſuading our weak 


Brethren of the Expediency of taking 
away the Holy Scriptures from them; 
and when that be accompliſhed, of 
making them an eaſy Prey, and getting 
them entirely over to them, to embrace 

their 
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their falſe and pernicious Opinions? We 
indeed, that have been well inſtructed 
and eſtabliſhed in the Doctrines and 

Practice of the Church of England, are 
well aware of the Artifices of the Church 


trary many of the Articles of their 
Faith, the Rites and Ceremonies of 
their Worſhip, are to the whole Tenor 
of the Goſpel. And this many of them 
know eas well as we, and therefore it is 
no Wonder they ſhould endeavour to 
keep Men from a Sight of the Holy 
' Scriptures, which condemn both their 
Doctrines and Practice. It is our Bu- 
ſineſs, therefore, by avoiding all Manner 
of Prophaneneſs, and walting worthy of 
Ibe Vocation wherewith we are called, to 
give them no Occaſion to upbraid us 
with abuſing the Privilege we enjoy of 
reading the Word of God ourſelves, or 


OI 
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of making Uſe of it as a Reaſon why 
Men ſhould be debarred from it. For 
' though indeed they have the leaft Rea- 
ſon to charge us with Impiety and Irre- 
| ligion, ſince in thoſe Reſpects, they 
7 equal, if not exceed us, yet I would 
be willing that we ſhould as much excel 
them in true Piety and Virtue, as we 
unqueſtionably do in the Purity and 
Conformity of our Doctrines and Wor- 
ſhip to the Goſpel of our bleſſed Maf- 
ter, and the Belief and Practice of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, as 
may be very evidently proved from 
thoſe their Writings, which have eſcaped 
the Ruins and Deſolation of Time. 


The Holy Scriptures were given us 
as the Rule of our Faith. In them are 
contained the Words of eternal Life ; and 
it will be wholly our own Fault, if they 

Fe do 
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do not conduce to the F ortherance ” 
our Salvation. We, indeed, have no 
Temptation to uſe them to any bad 
Purpoſe. The Church of End is 
not afraid of having her Articles 
brought tothe Teſt, and of being fair- 
ly and impartially tried by the Word 
of God, as being conſcious to herſelf of 


her holding and preſcribing nothing to 


her Members, but what is founded 
fſtterein and agreeable thereto. But this 
* not the Caſe with the Church of Rome. 
at allow the Scriptures to be 
the Rule of Mens Faith; or if ſhe be 
forced ſometimes to confeſs them to be 
the Foundation of it, ſhe will allow 
none but the Pope to be the Interpreter 
of them. From him her Members muſt 
take the Senſe of them; and though 
his Interpretations be never ſo contrary, 


as they often are, to the pan Conſtruc- 
tion 
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tion and Meaning of them, they mult 
nevertheleſs acquieſce in them, and be- 
lieve and practice according to his Di- 
rections, under the ſevereſt Penalties. 
So that the Miniſters of that Church 
are tempted to wreſt the Scriptures, in 
Order to point out the Biſhop of Rome 


as the infallible Judge in ſpiritual Mat- 
ters, and his Determinations to contain 


the true Senſe of thoſe ſacred Writings, 
that they .may preſerve their Prefer- 
ments, and their tyrannical Power and 
Authority over their People. How they 


| can anſwerdoing ſo to their Conſciences 


1 know not. But they are not the only 


Perſons who are guided by a worldly In- 
tereſt z and a Power at firſt unjuſtly 


gotten, is generally ſupported by the 


| ſame Methods it was originally acquired. 


And, therefore, we find the Members of 
che Church of Rome, purſuing the ſame 
Scheme 
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Scheme of Politics, in upholding and 
encrealing their Authority, by which 
it was formed at the Beginning. 


Their Practice herein may afford us 
good Inſtructions, and we may coun- 
termine all their Arts and Stratagems, 

by following the pious Example of our 
firſt Reformers, as they do the wicked 
Policy of thoſe who laid the firſt Foun- 
dation of their lawleſs and unchriſtian 
Tyranny over the Conſciences and Lives 
of the Perſons under them. As they 
take a great Deal of Pains to keep Peo- 
ple from a Sight of the Holy Scrip- 
cures, let us, as our firſt Reformers, be 
as induſtrious to bring People to a di- 
ligent and careful Peruſal of thoſe ſa- 
cred Writings. And as they endeavour 
to wreſt and pervert them to Senſes in 
Favour of their Doctrines and Prac- 
tice, 
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ce, let us be fired with a holy and 


laudable Zeal in their Defence, and reſ- 


cue them from ſuch prophane and ſa- 


crilegious Uſage, by expoſing the 
Wickedneſs and Impiety of their In- 


tentions, by ſhewing the Impropriety 


and Falſeneſs of their Interpretftions, 
and delivering them to our fellow Chriſ- 
 rians in their native Purity and Splen- 
dor. And then will vaniſh the pre- 
tended Infallibility of the Biſhop of 
Rome. Tranſubſtantiation will be no 
more. The praying to Saints and wor- 
ſhipping of Images, will be regarded 
by all our Members with a juſt Ab- 
horrence. We ſhall reverence, indeed, 

and praiſe the Memories of / thoſe illuſ- 
trious Heroes of Chriſtianity, but truſt 
only in the Merit of our bleſſed Re- 


deemer. And thoſe Two only we ſhall 


allow for Sacraments, as generally ne- 
ceſſary 
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202 SERMON. VII. 
ceſſary to Salvation, which Chriſt him- 
ſelf hath ordained in his Church, viz. 
Baptiſm, and the Supper of the Lord. 
The Church of England will then ap- 
peear in the Purity and Luſtre of primi- 
tive Chriſtianity, and her Members diſ- 
daining the fooliſh and ſuperſtitious 
Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of 
Rome, worſhip the Lord in the Beauty 
of Holineſs, in that moſt excellent Form 
of Prayer preſcribed by her. 


The Holy Scriptures are in all Things 
neceſſary to be believed and prattiſed 
by us, plain and eaſy to be underſtood ; 

and in ſuch the moſt obvious Mean- 
ing is general ly the beſt. There is no 


Occaſion to wreſt and torture the Holy 


Scriptures to diſcover what is required 
of us, either as to Faith or Practice. 
Neither do we find any but ſelf- con- x 

; ceited 


18 
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ceited Perſons, and ſuch who have ſome 
private Ends to ſerve thereby, make 
Uſe of that unchriſtian and prophane 
Method, in explaining thoſe heavenly 
Volumes. If we would act fairly, and 
as becomes Men of Honeſty and Judg- 
ment, whoſe Aim and Deſire are to find 
out and embrace that which is truly the 
Will of our God, we ſhould follow the 
ſame Rule in our Interpretations of 
thoſe ſacred Writings, that we do in our 
Explanations of any valuable Book f. 
human Compoſition. And as upon a 
Preſumption, that every judicious Au- 
thor is in the ſame Book always conſiſ- 
tent with himſelf, we underſtand and 
explain thoſe Paſſages in him, which 
are ſomewhat dark and obſcure, ſo as to 
make them agree in Senſe, with thoſe 
that are clear and plain; ſurely we have 
much ſtronger Reaſon to purſue the is 
like if 
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like Method in our Study of the Holy 
Scriptures. For Men of the fineſt Parts 
and Adilities, of the moſt extenſive 
Learning and ſolid Judgment, are ſub- 
ject to Error; and there are not a few 
Inſtances, in the Writings of ſome of the 
moſt conſiderable Men, of their having, 
as it were, ſometimes forgot themſelves, 
and advancing in one . Part of their 
Works what is entirely inconſiſtent with 
their Sentiments in another. So that if we 
always proceed by the afore-mentioned 
Rule, in judging of their Writings, we 
ſhall often find ourſelves miſtaken and 
deceived. Bur this can never be the 
Caſe with the Holy Scriptures. They 
were all difated by the ſame divine in- 
fallible Spirit, and therefore there can- 
not poſſibly be any real Contradiction 
or Inconſiſtency in them; and conſe- 
quently the ſureſt Way to come always 
1 . 
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at the true Meaning of them, is to 
make the clear and plain Parts of them 
our Rule in judging of thoſe that are 
dark and obſcure; and not, as is the 
prepoſterous and prophane Manner of 
ſome Perſons, put their own Senſes up- 
on the difficult Paſſages, and then en- 
deavour ſo to darken and perplex the 
cleareſt and moſt intelligible Texts, and 
wreſt and torture them in ſuch a Man- 


ner, as to make them favour their 
on impious Notions. 


If Men would thus ingenuouſly make 
the Scriptures themſelves their own In- 
terpreters, we ſhould ſee a ſpeedy End 
put to thoſe Controverſies about religi- 
ous Matters, that have ſo long per- 
plexed and diſturbed the World, and 
_ raiſed ſo many different. Opinions and 

| Sets amongſt us; and the bleſſed Con- 
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8 would be, that we mould look 


upon ourſelves as one Body, enlivened 


and acted by one Spirit, holding one 


Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Cd 


and Father of all, and worſhip him with 


one Heart, and in one Way; always en- 


deavouring to keep the Unity of the Spi- 


But whether or no thoſe who differ 
from us, will join in this pious and 
truly chriſtian Method of Proceeuing, 
we of this moſt pure and reformed. 
Church ſhould nevertheleſs purſue it in 
all our religious Enquiries, and mani- 
feſt to all the World, that though our 
Articles and eccleſiaſtical Polity, do 
not quadrate and agree with the pri- 
vate Humours and Fancies, and fond 
Reaſonings of ſome Men, yet the Doc- 
trines we believe, are no other than the 


Doctrines 
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Doctrines of the Goſpel, and our Wor- 


| ſhip and Diſcipline very conſiſtent with | 


God's revealed Will, and with the Prac- 
tice of the Church in the firſt and pureſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity. So ſhall we dif- 
charge our Duty to God, the Church 


and all its Members, and cut off Oc- 


caſion from them that deſire Occaſion 
to find Fault, and by daily adding to 


the Church ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, be- 


come at length one Fold under one 
Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 


to whom with Thee, O Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, three Perſons, and one 


eternal God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
juſtly due, throughout all Churches of 
the Saints, all Love, Honour and Obe- 


dience, Might, Majeſty and Domi- 
nion, Adoration, Praiſe and Thankſ-. 
giving, both now, and through each 
ſucceeding Period of Time to all Eter- 


nity. Amen. 1 
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SE R M ON VIII. 

Reſpect due to the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, from the Nature and Dig- 
nity of their Office. 


Preached at the CA THE DRAL, upon 
an ORDINATION SUNDAY. 


2 Corinthians, iv. 5. 


For We e preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Feſus the Lord ; and ourſelves, your Ser- 
vants, for Feſus' Sake. 


T has been in all Ages of Chriſtian- 
ity, and is now a Reproach too 
commonly caſt upon the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, that our ſole End and View 
in preaching, and in diſcharging the 


other Duties of our Function, is either 
- the 


> 
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the compaſſing thereby our own Glory, 
or our ſecular Advantage. This was 
what the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles 
was charged with. He was repre- 
ſented as a vain-glorious Man, and that 
whatever he might pretend,-he was car- 
rying on ſome hidden Deſign under the 
Shew of propagating the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and was at the Bottom a cun- 
ning, artful, ſelf intereſted Man. That | 
he preached himſelf, and not Chriſt Je- i 
ſus the Lord. In Order to clear him- 
ſelf of theſe Accuſations, he wrote this 
his Second Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
wherein, if we read it with Attention, 


ox o | as 


we ſhall obſerve, that great Maſter of 
Reaſoning, and ſincere Servant of the 
bleſſed Jeſus, with the moſt judicious 
Addreſs poſſible, the moſt pious Strain: 
of Eloquence, and a moſt becoming 
Confidence, teſtifying his Love and At- 
1 | K 3 fection 
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fection for thoſe new Converts, plainly 
confuting the baſe Inſinuations, and 
laying open the vile Intentions of thoſe 
who had maliciouſly ſlandered him, and 
clearly demonſtrating to all the World, 
that he had no other End in View, but 


the Glory of God, and the Benefit of 
his Setlow- Creatures. 


He confeſſes, indeed, that in his Diſ- 
courſes to them, he uſed great Freedom 
end Plainneſs of Speech ; and he defends 
himſelf. by proving that it is no more 

than what became a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. The Employment he had was 
an honourable Employment, and far 
exceeded the Miniſtry of the Law in 
Glory. /, therefore, ſays he, he Mi- 
| nitration of Death, the Miniſtry of the 
Law, written and engraven in Stones, 
which condemns to Death, was glorious, 


/o 
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s that ibe Children of Iſrael could not ſted- 
faſtly behold the Face of Moſes, for the 
Glory of his Countenance, which Glory was 
to be done away Horb ſhall not the Mi- 
niſtration of the Spirit be rather glori- 
us ? How can it be otherwiſe, but that 
the Miniſtry of the Spirit, which giv- 
eth Life, muſt confer more Glory and 
Luſtre on the Miniſters of the Goſpel ? 
For if the Miniſtration of Condemnation. 
be Glory, the Miniſtry of Righteouſneſs or 
Juſtification in the Goſpel- doth certainly 
much more exceed in Glory, Seeing then 
that I have ſuch Hope, am placed in- 
ſuch a Poſt, as ſets me above all mean 
Conſiderations and Compliances, I may 
be allowed ſurely to uſe great Freedom 
and Plainneſs of Speech in all Things 
that concern my Miniſtry ; and I do aſ- 
ſure you, that whatever mine and your 
Enemies ſay to the Contrary, that my 

| Kc. Behaviour 
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212 SERMON VIII. 
Behaviour in the Miniſtry has been ſin- 
cere; and that in preaching the Goſpel, 
I have been plain, clear, open and can- 
did, without any hidden Deſign, or the 
leaſt Mixture of any concealed ſecular 
Intereſt. I have renounced the hidden 
Things of Diſhonefty, all unworthy and 
indirect Projects, which will not bear 
the Light ; not walking in Craftineſs, nor 
handling the Word of God deceitfully; re- 
commenaing myſelf to every one's Con- 
ſcience, only by making plain the Truth 
which I deliver, as in the Preſence of 
God. But if the Goſpel, which I preach, 
be ſtill obſcure and Hidden, it is ſo onh 
to thoſe that are loſt. In whom the Ged 
ef this World hath blinded the Minds of 
them which believe not, leſt the Light of 
the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 
Image of Ged, fhould ſbine unto them. 
For in performing my Duty, I have 
„„ 
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not ſought my own Glory, or preſent 
worldly Intereſt ; I have not preached 
myſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus our Lord; and 
have always, and do now, profeſs my- 
ſelf your Servant for Jeſus Sake, We 
bave this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels ; we, 
who are the Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
are indeed of ourſelves but weak and 
frail Men; but by this you may plainly 
perceive, that the exceeding great Power 
and Influence that attends our Labours, 
muſt be from God, and not from us. 


Thus have I laid before you, in ſome 
Meaſure, our Apoſtle's Defence; and I 
wiſh to God, you may lend an unpre- 
judiced and favourable Ear, whilſt, 
from ſome of the ſame Conſiderations, 
I perſuade you to pay a juſt and equal 
Regard to what the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel teach, out of the Holy Scrip- 
5 K 5 Lures, 
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tures. We, as Sr. Paul did, have de- 
dicated ourſclves to your Service; all 
our Studies are directed to your Bene- 
fit; all that we do is for your Sakes; 
we uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to make 
as many of you obey the Precepts of 
the Goſpel as w2 can, that fo the more 
-partaking of the Mercy and Favour of 
God, of which there is a plentiful and 
mexhauſtible Store, the more may give 
Thanks unto Him, and his Glory and 
Honour be thereby in the End the more 
promoted. They who have received 
the Miniftry of the Word, are to be 


accounted of, the Apoſtle ſays, as the 


 Mamiſters of Chriſt, and Stewards of the 
Myſteries of Ged. They are Ambaſſa- 
ders of Chriſt, as though God did beſcech 
vou by them. They pray you in Chriſt's 
Stead, to be reconciled to Cod. And as 
 Warkars — with him, they beſeech 
6-4 you, 


SERMON VIII. 215 
you, that ye receive not the Grace of God 
in vain, They are to reprove, rebuke, 
exbort, with all long Suffering and Doc- 
trine. They are to be watchful in all 
Things, make full Proof of their Mini- 
| fry, and confirm the Souls of Chriſtians, 
and exhort them to continue in the Faith. 
They muſt not be negligent to ſtir the 
Brethren up, but muſt be always put- 
ting them in Remembrance of thoſe Things 
that pertain unto Life and Godlineſs, 
though they know them, and be eſtabliſhed 
in the preſent Truth. They are to ex 
hort, comfort, and charge every one 

of them (as a Father doth his Children) 
that they would 10alk worthy of God, who 
bath calltd them unto his Kingdom and 
Glory. They are to teach the People 
the Difference between the Holy and 
the Profane, and cauſe them to diſcern 
between the Unclean and the Cleas. 
K 6 . 
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They are to tate particular Care of their 
Flocks, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made them Overſeers. For grievous Wolves 
Hall enter in, not ſparing the Flock. Alſs 
of their own ſelves, even from among 
thoſe of the ſame Miniſtry, fall Men 
ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe Things, to draw 
eway Diſciples after them ; therefore are 
they to be always upon the Watch, and 
keep in Remembrance this Warning, 
They are, in fine, to ſpeak the Things 
which become found Dotrine, to be gentle 
wnlo all Men, apt to teach, patient in 
 Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe them- 
ſelves : In all T hings ſhewing themſelves 
Patterns of good Works, in Dodlrine 
Hetoing Uncorruptedneſs, Gravity, Since- 
rity, ſound Speech that cannot be con- 
demned ; that be, which is of the con- 
trary Part, may be aſbamed, baving no 
evil Thing to ſay of them, 
Thus 


SERMON VHL 217 


Thus do the Holy Scriptures ſet forth 
the Nature of our Office; theſe are the 
ſtrict Rules which we are obliged to ob- 
ſerve. We ſcem to be in a more parti- 


cular Manner required almoſt to diveſt 


ourſelves of all Paſſion : We are not to 
be moved by any Provocations or Slights 
which we may meet with ; our own 
temporal Glory and Intereſt are to have 
no Part in our Views, but all our En- 
deavours are to be directed to the 
Glory of God, and the Benefit of our 
Fellow- Creatures: We are not to preach 
ourſelves, but Cbriſt Jeſus the Lord; and 
are to be ozr/efves your Servants for Feſus 
Sake. Now there is no conſiderate Man 
but muſt fee how hard and difficult a 


Taſk is laid upon us. It were there- 


fore but good Nature and common Juf- 
tice in other Perſons, to contribute all 
they can to our Eaſe in the Performance 


of 
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of it; to lend us their Affiſtance, and 
to remove as much as may be every 
Thing that tends to diſcourage or hinder 
us in our Progreſs. - They ſhould conſi- 
der that we are Men, as well as them- 
felves; that we have naturally the ſame 
Paſſions that they have; that we are 
| ſubject to the ſame Violences and Emo- 
tions that others are. They ſhould 
therefore take particular Care not to do 
any Thing that may make us forget 
ourſelves, that may raiſe our Paſſions. 
and ftifle our Reaſon, ſince not only we 
ſhall ſuffer thereby, but thofe alſo com- 
mitted to our Care; ſince it will re- 
dound not only to our Detriment, but 
will hinder alſo the Progreſs of Chriſti- 
anity, and in a great Mealure defeat our 
| blefſed Redeemer's merciful Deſign. 
Calumnies and Reproaches that are caſt 
upon us have an infinitely worſe Effect, 
than 
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than the ſame thrown upon OR It 
is impoſſible to ſay how much the Suc- 
ceſs of our Labours depend upon the 
Reputations we ſuſtain in the World. 
Ualeſs our Characters be clear and un- 
ſpotted, unleſs we have the Eſteem of 
Men, to recommend what we do, 
(which the moſt ſincere and faithful 
amongſt us may, by the Malice and 
Contempt of others, be deprived of ) 
all our Endeavours, however piouſly 
intended, will meet with a ſevere Con- 
ſtruction, will be thought to proceed 
from falſe Principles, and to be the Ef 
fect of Pride and Vanity. 


5 


Under theſe hard Cenſures our Auſte- 
rity will paſs for Ill- nature, our Piety for 
Affectation, and our Devotion for Hy- 


pocriſy. Our Religion will be reckoned 
but a Cloak and a Pretence, and all 
5 = 
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that we do, even in the Diſcharge of 
our Duty, will ſeem to be deſigned and 
conducted to our own Glory or Intereſt. 
In the moſt favourable Opinion we ſhall 
be nothing worth. For a Miniſter of 
the Goſpel that is without Reputation, 
is, in the Sight of Men, as he that 
hath not Charity is in the Sight of God. 
Though be underſtandeth the Languages of 
all Nations, and has all the Arts and 
Powers of Perſuaſion to recommend 
Religion; though be ſpeaks with th: 
Tongues of Men and of Angels, he be- 
comes, and will be as little regarded, 
as à ſounding Breſs, or a tinkling Cymoet. 
A Miniſter ot the Goſpel receives the 
ſame Advantage from his good Name, 
that a Flower does from the Leaves 
about it. Whilſt they are green, and 
in their Vigour, the Flower is both de- 
fended and adorned by them; but as 

„ = CE ſoon 
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ſoon as they are blaſted, the Flower 
ſeems to ſicken and decay; and though 
its Perfume and real Virtues may re- 
main, all its Beauty vaniſhes, and it be- 
comes diſregarded. And thus it is with 
a Miniſter of the Goſpel : Whilſt his 
| Reputation is clear, and Men have a 
good Opinion of him, they will conſi- 
der every Thing that he ſays or does in 
the moſt favourable Light, and he will 
be enabled thereby to be of that Ser- 
vice he was deſigned for. But if his Cha- 
rafter be blemiſhed, and he be deprived 
of that which ſhould recommend him, 
though he may till be really a Man of 
Integrity, all that he either ſays or does 
will ſignify nothing. The want of that 
one Thing to adorn and ſet off his Vir- 
tues, will render all his beſt Endea- 
vours fruitleſs. An unſpotted Reputa- 
tion is a Light that ſhines before Men 
ö to 
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to ſhew our good Works, and render 
the Beauty of them more conſpicuous, 
It ſets off every Action, it gives Force 
and Energy to our Words, and Inſlu- 
ence to our Examples, thereby pro- 
motes the Credit of Religion and the 
Honour of God. It at once diſplays 
our Perfections, and hides our Infirmi- 
ries, diſcovers our Virtue, and conceals 
our Weakneſs. There is in us, as well 
as in other Men, ſome Mixture of hu- 
man Infirmity, ſomething to obſcure 
and ſully the Glory of the moſt inno- 
cent Lives; but a good Name veils the 
Blemiſhes, and like that Robe of Inno- 
cence which our firſt Parents poſſeſſed 
before their Fall, throws a Luſtre upon 
our moſt indifferent Actions. 


It was owing to theſe Conſiderations, 
F doubt not, that \ we find St. Paul ſo 


ſolici- 
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ſolicitous to clear his Character from 
thoſe Aſperſions his malicious Enemies 


had caſt upon it. Though he 


had 


lived in all good Conſcience, though it 
had been his conſtant Exerciſe always 
to maintain a Conſcience void of Offente, 
both towards God and towards Men, yet 
he was truly ſenſible, that unlefs thoſe 
he preached to, entertained likewiſe the 


ſame Opinion of him, all that he 


ſaid 


or wrote to them, would miſs of its due 


Effect. It was their Sentiments 
cerning him, that were to free 


con- 
their 


Minds from all Prejudice, make them 
attend to the Doctrines he taught, and 
pay a juſt Regard to the Precepts he 


laid down. Had he been born for 


him- 


ſelf alone, an inward Senſe of his own 
Innocence and Integrity, had been as 
God 
had 


com- 


much as he need to deſire. But as 
had made him a choſen Veſſel, 
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commiſſioned him to declare his Will 
unto the Gentiles, ſomething more was 
neceſſary than that Self- conſciouſneſs of 
his own Sincerity. He had many Ene- 
mies to combat with ; thoſe who look- 
ed upon him as 4 Setter forth of ſtrange 
Gods, and they who were under Appre- 
henſions of having their Craft ſet at 
nought, and conſequently of their being 
deprived of the Way they were in. of 
encreaſing their Fortunes, (if what our 
Apoſtle delivered ſhould be generally 

received) were therefore continually 
ſpreading Reports about him ; were 
perpetually endeavouring to perſuade 
the People that he was only ſetting up 
himſelf ; that thoſe who had been bap- 
tized by him, had been baptized in his 
own Name, and not in the Name of 
Jeſus, whole Apoſtle- he pretended to 
be; and that whatever Uſe he might 


ſometimes 
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ſometimes make of a Shew of acting by 
his Authority alone, he had at the Bot- 
tom deeper Deſigns in View; he was 
in Truth endeavouring to ſet up him- 
ſelf, and by attempring to make People 
think him an extraordinary Perſon, to 


draw Multitudes after him, and fo make 


himſelf at length what he had a Mind 
Wn ; 


Theſe were the Things he had been 
charged with, and as he was ſenſible, 
that unleſs he could clear himſelf of 
| thoſe Aſperſions, and make the Malice 


and Hypocriſy of his Enemies plainly 


appear, he could expect little Succeſs 


from his Miniſtry , we ſee, he was very 
induſtrious, firſt, to defend himſelf 
againſt what had been alledged againſt 
him, and fully to convince the Perſons 
he preached to, that his Deſigns were 
ns 
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juſt and honeſt, that he had nothing but 
their Benefit and the Glory of his and 
their God in View; that he preached 
not himſelf, 3zut Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, 
and bimſelf, their Servant, for Jeſus Sake. 
Till this was done, we find he was con- 
tinually the Object of their Mockery 
and Ridicule, and perſecuted and op- 
preſſed by them, or at leaſt diſregarded 
and deſpiſed. But when he had fully 
cleared his Character, and procured 
their good Opinion of him, the Num— 
ber of his Converts daily increaſed, and 
there were added to the Church Multitudes 
beth of Men and Wamen. Of ſo great 
Service was it, even to our bleſſed Apo- 
ſtle himſelf in the Diſcharge of his Mi- 
niſtry, to have a good Character among 
thoſe to whom he was to preach and 
inculcate the Doctrines of the Goſpel. 
And it is doubtleſs as neceſſary among 

us 
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us at this Day; and therefore it behov- 
eth all, who have the Honour of our 


moſt holy Religion at Heart, and ſin- 
cerely deſire the Propagation of it, and 


a general Obedience to the Precepts of 
it, to be very tender of the Reputations 
of its Miniſters. We have ſeen how 
much their Succeſs depend upon their 


Characters: We ſhould therefore avoid 


every Action or Expreſſion that may 


tend to blacken them, or even to di- 
| | 7 = 2 | 
miniſh and leſſen them in the Eyes of 


the World. They find it difficult enough 
to diſcharge their Office as they ought, 
and in ſuch a Manner as may anſwer the 
Ends deſigned by the gracious Author 
of our Religion, even though they 


meet with all the Encouragement and 


Aſſiſtance poſſible from other Perſons. 


We ſhould not, therefore, inſtead of aſ- 


ſiſting them, endeavour to make the 


Taſk 
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Taſk they have fill more difficult, by 
throwing Ruts in their Way; by leſſen. 
ing them in the Eyes of the World, 
and expoſing them to its Diſreſpect and 
Contempt. The Commiſſion of every 
Miniſter in the Goſpel, 1s derived from 
the ſame Authority; it is the Doctrine 
of the bleſſed Jeſus, which we all 
preach ; they are his Precepts which 
all of us recommend to your Practice 
and Obſervation. I beſeech you there- 

fore to attend to and receive what we 
fay, not as if it were the Word of Man, 
but as it is in Truth the Word of God. 
For we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, and our ſelves, = Ser. 
vents, for Jeſus Sake. 


There is ſo wuch Weight in this Ar- 
gument of the Apoſtle, that I knuw 
not how to leave it, without ſome far- 
er 
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ther Obſervations on it. For can it reaſon- 


ably be imagined that Men would take 
upon them ſo hard and difficult an Em- 


ployment as that of the Miniſtry, had 
they not higher Views than what centre 


in this World. There is not any Office, 
as a moſt judicious Author has rightly 
. obſerved, that is attended with more 
Labour, or more Vexation; not any ac- 


companied with more weariſome Toll, 


more Care, or more tedious Attendance. 
The Miniſters of the Goſpel are de- 
ſervedly called J/atchmen by the in- 


ſpired Penmen, as bei ing obliged to 
ſtand always on the Guard; to be al- 
ways wakeful and attentive, and ready to 


warn the People of approaching Dan- 
gers. And Shepherds likewiſe they are 
juſtly ſtiled, as being obliged to endure 
the various Hardſhips of that uneaſy 
Life, the Inconvenience of all Weathers, 
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the nipping Froſts and burning Heats, 


and all Manner of irkſome Travel. 
They muſt feed, they muſt guide, they 
muſt defend; they muſt ſeek the loſt, 
and bring back the ſtraying Sheep. 


What conſtant Study, what earneſt Con- 


tention of Soul are they obliged to uſe 
in the continual Inſtruction, Exhorta- 


tion, and Reprehenſion of thoſe com- 


mitted to their Charge? What Pains 
are they required to take, in order to 
rectif Men's Judgments, ſatisfy their 
Scruples, remove their Prejudices, bear 
their Infirmities, and ſympathize with 
their Afflid ions? is they that are en- 
gaged with all their Might to withſtand 


the prevailing Encroachments of Ini- 


quity, to ſtop the Progreſs of pernicious 


Errors, to detect the falſe Pretences of 
Impoſtors, to confute the Fallacies, and 
to repel the Aſſaults of all the Adver- 

ſaries. 
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| faries of Religion; and not only ſo, but, 
when there be Occaſion, to expole not. 
only the deareſt Contents of Lite, but 


even their Lives themſelves, in che De- 
fence thereof. | 
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When the Enemies of Religion pre- 
vail, they are the firſt Perſons that are 
ſtruck at. Thus Euſelius informs us, 
that Maximus commanded, that the Go- 
vernors of the Church ſhould be put to 
Death, as being the Authors of the 
Growth and Prevalency of the Goſpel. 
Doctrine. Neither was it a Practice pe- 
culiar to that bloody Tyrant, but it 
conſtantly follows, as a Thing of Courſe,. 
that wherever Righteouſ nets and Truth 
are violently oppoſed, their Miniſters 
are {ure to taſte deepeſt of that bitter 
Cup. Their Goods are, in the firſt 
Flace ſequeſtered and TY their Re- 
putations. 
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putations are ſtained, their Perſons miſ. 


uſed, and their Lives facrificed to the 
Perſecutors outrageous Malice. Of theſe 
Things. we have had too fatal Expe- 
rience in this very Nation. And the 
Enemies of our Religion will take a 
Pleaſure, if they can bring Perſons of 
Piety and Virtue, to join with them in 
their Cenſures of the Clergy, as know- 
ing that to be the moſt effectual Way 
to caſt a laſting Odium and Contempt 


vpon them, and to make Men pay an 
entire Diſregard to all their Sermons and 


Exhortations; and by that Means prepare 
the Way to their acting over the ſame 
bloody Tragedy again. Theſe Things. 
it behoves us all ſeriouſly to conſider ; 
and when we come thereby fully to 
ſee the Deſigns of the Enemies of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the fatal Iſſue of having 

the 


SERMON VII. agg 


the Miniſters of the Goſpel brought into 

Contempt, we ſhall be inclined to treat 
them all with Civility and Reſpect; hear 
them with Candour, conceal their Miſ- 

| carriages, and aſſiſt their Endeavours; 

that ſo an End may be put to the De- 

ſigns of the Enemies of our Religion, 


all their pernicious Projects fruſtrated, 
and brought to nought; and Religion 
be eſtabliſhed and practiſed in the World, 
to the Honour of God, and the Salva- 


tion of all our immortal Souls. For the 


obtaining whereof we ſhall not ceaſe, 
and 1 hope, all Chriſtians will!; join with 
us, to make our humble Petitions unto 
Almighty God our heavenly Father, 


to whom, with the Son, and the Holy 
| Ghoſt, three Perſons, and one eternal 


God, be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, 


throughout al Churches of the Saints, 


all 
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SERMON VIII. 


al Might, Majeſty, and fo RE 
Love, Honour, and Obedience, Ado- 
ration, Praiſe; and Thankſgivine, both 
now, and through each ſucceeding Period 
of Time, to all Eternity. Amen. | 


_ 
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End of the FIRST VoLums:. 
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